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Economy will correct itself, Bloomberg columnist says
By CATHERINE MEIDELL
assistant news editor
BLOOMBERG COLUMNIST AMITY SHLAES talks to students at the 
Huntsman School of Business about economics in the 1930s and how this information 
is relevant to current economics. CARL WILSON photo
	 If	government	will	back	out	of	the	current	economic	
downturn,	the	economy	will	correct	itself	like	it	did	dur-
ing	the	recession	of	the	1920s,	Amity	Shlaes	said	in	her	
lecture,	“What	Threatens	the	American	Economy	Today,”	
given	Friday.
	 Shlaes	was	the	final	speaker	in	a	three-part	lecture	
series	funded	by	the	Apgar	Foundation	and	sponsored	by	
The	Project	on	Liberty	and	American	Constitutionalism.	
In	the	lecture,	Shlaes	explains	how	American	govern-
ment	has	too	much	power	in	the	economy	and	shows	this	
by	relating	circumstances	from	the	Great	Depression	in	
the	1930s	to	the	current	recession.
	 “Private	markets	and	free	markets	are	self	correct-
ing,”	said	political	science	professor	Anthony	Peacock	on	
Shlaes’	remarks	regarding	government	involvement	in	
the	economy.	“These	big	banks	and	entities	that	are	too	
big	should	fail	because	they	don’t	work	efficiently.”
	 Peacock	uses	Shlaes’	New	York	Times	best-selling	
book	“The	Forgotten	Man:	A	New	History	of	the	Great	
Depression,”	in	his	political	science	class	and	Shlaes	takes	
her	lecture	topics	from	this	publication’s	main	themes.
	 The	forgotten	man	she	refers	to	is	the	man	who	is	
expected	to	“pay	for	everyone	else’s	good	intentions”	dur-
ing	the	economic	crisis	of	the	Great	Depression,	Peacock	
said.	During	the	Great	Depression,	President	Franklin	
D.	Roosevelt	wanted	to	help	the	lower	class,	however,	
money	was	taken	out	of	the	middle	class	workers’	and	
the	wealthy’s	paychecks	without	a	consultation,	he	said.	
Peacock	said	this	“forgotten	man”	picked	up	the	tab	for	
the	New	Deal	welfare	state.
	 Shlaes	said	that	in	the	1930s,	the	New	Deal	was	a	
necessary	step,	but	was	prolonged	rather	than	abridged	
by	the	depression.	Economic	historians	believe	the	New	
Deal	was	a	successful	act	to	take	during	that	time	period,	
Shlaes	said.
			 Shlaes	said	millionaire	businessman	and	banker	
Marriner	S.	Eccles	was	an	important	player	in	Utah’s	
recovery	from	the	Great	Depression.
	 According	to	www.history.utah.gov,	Eccles	“helped	
convince	President	Franklin	Roosevelt	to	use	government	
funds	to	put	idle	people,	materials	and	money	to	work.”
	 He	had	a	lot	of	control	in	how	Utah’s	banking	entities	
operated	and	was	successful	in	managing	them	during	a	
difficult	financial	period,	Shlaes	said.
	 Shlaes	compared	the	economy	to	Monopoly,	a	board	
game	that	became	popular	in	1935	and	is	known	as	“The	
Game	of	Real	Estate.”	She	said	that	when	playing	a	game	
of	monopoly,	each	player	is	willing	to	deal	with	risk	as	
long	as	the	risk	is	knowable.	Others	play	the	game	ruth-
lessly	or	to	enjoy	the	company	of	others	who	play	ruth-
lessly,	she	said	jokingly.	She	said	when	the	player	control-
ling	the	bank	is	unpredictable	and	not	trustworthy,	other	
players	walk	away	from	the	game	until	someone	honest	
steps	up	to	play	banker.	She	said	this	can	be	related	to	
the	cause	and	effect	of	large	banks	in	the	economy	today.	
The	American	economy	will	struggle	if	banks	harness	
too	much	power,	she	said.
	 Shlaes	said	that	during	the	Great	Depression,	the	
mind-set	was	that	“big	firms	are	too	big	to	fail	because	
they	have	an	economy	of	scale.”	She	said	big	companies	
were	romanticized	in	this	way.
	 She	said	one	of	the	biggest	reasons	the	Great	
Depression	lasted	for	a	long	period	of	time	was	because	
of	the	1935	Wager	Act,	which	allowed	workers	to	demand	
high	wages	and	unionize.
	 Peacock	said	the	Wagner	Act	is	an	example	of	how	the	
government	claimed	to	create	jobs,	but	in	truth	were	kill-
ing	them.	He	said	the	idea	that	governments	can	create	
jobs	is	false.	Those	who	had	jobs	were	given	higher	wages	
and	the	forgotten	man	was	left	to	suffer,	Peacock	said.
	 Shlaes	said,	“It’s	a	good	job	if	you	can	get	it.	The	
Wagner	Act	is	a	tiger	of	a	law,	but	we’ve	neutered	it	and	
now	it’s	a	kitten.”
	 In	the	economy	today,	everyone	can	expect	a	property	
tax	increase	and	inflation,	which	is	“already	baked	in	the	
cake	this	year,”	Shlaes	said.
	 If	the	federal	government	will	separate	itself	from	the	
banks,	it	will	be	a	shorter	economic	downfall	and	will	
correct	itself	like	it	did	in	the	1920s,	she	said.
	 Shlaes	is	a	senior	fellow	in	economic	history	at	the	
Council	on	Foreign	Relations	as	well	as	a	columnist	for	
Bloomberg.	She	has	been	published	in	The	Wall	Street	
Journal,	The	Financial	Times,	The	New	Yorker,	Fortune,	
National	Review,	and	The	New	Republic	and	Foreign	
Affairs.	Also,	she	has	been	a	guest	on	“Good	Morning	
America,”	“The	Daily	Show,”	“Charlie	Rose”	and	other	
television	programs.		
– catherine.meidell@aggiemail.usu.edu
 
Saints win Super Bowl, 31-17 over Colts
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS QUARTERBACK Tracy Porter scores a 74-yard touchdown after intercepting against the Indianapolis Colts 
during the second half of the NFL Super Bowl XLIV game in Miami, Sunday, Feb. 7. The Saints are NFL champions, rallying to beat Peyton Manning and 
the Indianapolis Colts 31-17. Drew Brees of the Saints tied a Super Bowl record with 32 completions, the last a 2-yard slant to Jeremy Shockey for the 
winning points with 5:42 remaining. The Pro Bowl Quarterback was chosen Super Bowl MVP. New Orleans’ lowly ranked defense made several key 
stops, an onside kick sparked their second-half comeback, and Porter’s 74-yard interception return on a pass from Manning clinched it. Manning gave 
chase, but fell awkwardly as the cornerback zipped by. AP photo
Dating Game 
starts Healthy 
Relationship 
Week at USU
	 Student	Health	Services’	Healthy	Relationship	
Week	will	kick	off	Monday,	with	the	True	Aggie	
Dating	Game	and	Healthy	Relationship	Panel	at	
11:30	a.m.	to	1:30	p.m.	in	the	Taggart	Student	
Center	International	Lounge.
	 “The	dating	game	is	mostly	to	get	people’s	
attention,	have	some	fun	and	show	that	relation-
ships	can	be	fun,”	said	Camie	Hansen,	commu-
nity	health	major	and	intern	at	Student	Health	
Services	(SHS).	“The	most	important	information	
comes	from	fliers	and	pamphlets	that	we	have	and	
the	relationship	panel	after	the	game.”	
	 Hansen	and	her	fellow	SHS	interns	have	been	
putting	together	the	True	Aggie	Dating	Game	
since	the	semester	started.
	 There	will	be	three	rounds	of	the	game	in	
which	a	bachelor	or	bachelorette	in	each	round	
will	sit	on	one	side	of	a	wall	asking	questions	to	
three	prospective	dates.	When	a	date	gets	chosen	
at	the	end	of	the	round,	Hansen	said,	the	winning	
couple	gets	a	prize	package	from	one	of	the	com-
munity	sponsors.	The	couple	can	split	the	package	
and	not	go	on	the	date	if	they	don’t	want	to,	she	
said.
By LIS STEWART
staff writer
-See PANEL, page 3
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	 MIAMI	BEACH,	Fla.	(AP)	–		
Imitation	is	not	the	sincerest	form	
of	f lattery	for	Jessica	Alba.
	 The	actress	said	Saturday	she’s	
been	distressed	by	Internet	reports	
about	a	Chinese	woman	who	is	hav-
ing	a	plastic	surgery	makeover	to	
look	like	Alba	in	
hopes	of	getting	
her	lover	back.
	 “I	think	you	
should	never	have	
to	change	yourself	
like	that,”	Alba	
said.	“If	somebody	
loves	you,	they’ll	
love	you	no	matter	what.”
	 Alba	was	in	Miami,	Fla.	for	the	
Super	Bowl	and	will	star	in	the	
upcoming	film	“Valentine’s	Day.”	
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possible.	If	you	find	something	you	
would	like	clarified	or	find	unfair,	
please	contact	the	editor	at	797-1762	
or	TSC	105.
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Nat’l Briefs
Celebs&People
Friday, Feb. 5 – David 
Letterman’s Top 10 Things You 
Don’t Want To Hear From Your 
Coach Before The Super Bowl
10.		”Are	we	the	Saints	or	the	
Colts?”
9.		”Don’t	play	too	hard;	you	don’t	
want	to	be	sore	on	Monday.”
8.		”Forget	game	film,	let’s	watch	an	
episode	of	‘Glee.’”
7.		”Crap,	is	the	Super	Bowl	this	
weekend?”
6.		”Sorry	I’m	drunk;	I	was	out	all	
night	with	Snooki	and	J-Woww.”
5.		”Oh	my	god,	did	you	see	the	
other	team?!	They’re	huge!”
4.		”Can	you	come	downtown	and	
bail	me	out?”
3.		”I	don’t	care	if	we	win	--	just	keep	
it	within	the	point	spread	because	I	
bet	everthing	I’m	worth.”
2.		”I	wanna	see	more	grabass	in	the	
huddle.”
1.		”Let’s	win	this	one	for	Chemical	
Ali!”	
LateNiteHumor
Jessica Alba not 
happy with look-alike
	 SMITHFIELD,	R.I.	(AP)	–	Just	
days	ago,	Lynn	Gaulin’s	only	daugh-
ter	and	future	son-in-law	were	living	
in	her	basement	while	they	planned	
for	their	lives	together	and	cared	for	
their	7-month-old	daughter.
	 They	died	Saturday	in	a	fire	at	
a	Warwick	home	that	killed	five	
people	in	one	of	the	worst	blazes	in	
Rhode	Island	since	a	2003	nightclub	
fire	killed	100	people.	Fire	officials	
think	the	blaze	was	an	accident,	
but	they	were	awaiting	forensic	
tests	Sunday	before	announcing	the	
cause.
Young Rhode Island 
family dies in fire
Afghans flee southern town
	 KANDAHAR,	Afghanistan	
(AP)	–	Minivans	piled	high	
with	mattresses	and	cloth-
ing	lined	up	at	checkpoints	
Sunday	as	hundreds	of	civil-
ians	fled	a	Taliban-controlled	
area	ahead	of	a	planned	
NATO	offensive	in	southern	
Afghanistan.
	 The	militants,	meanwhile,	
dug	in	for	a	fight,	reinforcing	
their	positions	with	rocket-
propelled	grenades	and	heavy	
weapons,	according	to	wit-
nesses.
	 The	U.S.	military	has	not	
given	a	start	date	for	the	oper-
ation	to	clear	insurgents	from	
the	Helmand	province	town	
of	Marjah,	the	biggest	com-
munity	in	the	south	under	
insurgent	control.	But	the	
military	has	said	fighting	will	
start	soon	and	many	residents	
weren’t	taking	any	chances.
	 American	aircraft	dropped	
leaflets	over	Marjah	on	
Sunday	warning	people	of	
the	coming	offensive,	officers	
said,	and	the	U.S.	fired	illu-
mination	rounds	after	sun-
down,	apparently	to	help	spot	
Taliban	positions.
	 Villagers	said	the	leaflets	
were	aimed	primarily	at	the	
militants,	listing	several	of	
their	commanders	by	name	
and	warning	fighters	to	leave	
the	area	or	be	killed.
	 U.S.	Gen.	Stanley	
McChrystal,	the	top	NATO	
commander	in	Afghanistan,	
said	the	success	of	the	opera-
tion	depends	on	convincing	
civilians	that	the	government	
will	improve	services	once	the	
militants	are	gone.
	 The	offensive	in	Marjah	
–	a	farming	community	and	
major	opium-production	
center	with	a	population	of	
80,000	–	will	be	the	first	since	
President	Barack	Obama	
announced	he	was	sending	
30,000	additional	troops.
	 U.S.	officials	have	long	
telegraphed	their	intention	
to	seize	Marjah.	McChrystal	
said	the	element	of	surprise	
was	not	as	important	as	let-
ting	citizens	know	that	an	
Afghan	government	will	be	
there	to	replace	Taliban	over-
lords	and	drug	traffickers.
	 “We’re	trying	to	create	a	
situation	where	we	commu-
nicate	to	them	that	when	the	
government	re-establishes	
security,	they’ll	have	choices,”	
McChrystal	told	reporters	
Sunday.
	 The	International	
Committee	of	the	Red	Cross	
said	there	was	no	way	to	
count	the	number	of	people	
who	have	left	Marjah	because	
many	have	moved	in	with	
relatives	or	rented	houses	in	
nearby	towns	instead	of	regis-
tering	for	emergency	relief.
	 ICRC	spokesman	Bijan	
Farnoudi	noted	a	first	aid	
post	in	Marjah	had	recorded	
an	increase	in	patients	with	
battle	wounds	in	the	last	few	
weeks.
	 He	said	the	organization	
was	poised	to	react	quickly	if	
a	refugee	crisis	arises.	“The	
burden	on	families	taking	
in	relatives	for	an	extended	
amount	of	time	can	be	signifi-
cant,”	he	said.
	 Ghulam	Farooq	Noorzai,	
the	head	of	the	provincial	ref-
ugee	department,	estimated	
that	90	to	100	families	had	
left	the	Marjah	area	because	
of	concerns	about	the	opera-
tion.	Afghan	families	have	
an	average	of	six	members,	
according	to	private	relief	
groups.
	 Refugee	officials	held	an	
emergency	meeting	last	week	
and	decided	to	stockpile	food	
and	erect	five	big	tents	on	
a	school	compound	in	the	
nearby	provincial	capital	
Lashkar	Gah	to	accommodate	
any	influx,	he	said.
	 Mohammad	Hakim,	a	
55-year-old	tribal	leader	in	
Marjah,	said	fear	has	risen	
over	the	past	two	weeks	and	
he	knows	at	least	20	families	
who	had	left.	He	himself	
planned	to	take	his	wife,	nine	
sons,	four	daughters	and	
grandchildren	to	live	with	
relatives	in	Lashkar	Gah.
	 “Everybody	is	worried	
that	they’ll	get	caught	in	the	
middle	when	this	operation	
starts,”	he	said	in	a	telephone	
interview.
	 Hakim	said	he	was	wor-
ried	about	the	length	of	the	
operation.
	 “I	can	stay	for	one	or	two	
weeks,”	he	said.	“But	if	I	have	
to	leave	my	agriculture	land	
for	months	and	months,	then	
how	will	I	feed	my	family?”
	 Afghan	and	NATO	officers	
had	visited	village	elders	to	
encourage	them	to	make	sure	
people	stay	inside	their	homes	
AFGHAN POLICE check belongings of displaced families, who arrived from Marjah, at a check 
post in Lashkar Gah, the provincial capital of Helmand province, south of Kabul, Afghanistan on Sunday, 
Feb. 7.  AP photo
Connecticut powerplant explosion
	 MIDDLETOWN,	Conn.	(AP)	–	An	
explosion	that	sounded	like	a	sonic	
boom	blew	out	walls	of	an	unfinished	
power	plant	and	set	off	a	fire	during	
a	test	of	natural	gas	lines	Sunday,	kill-
ing	at	least	five	workers,	injuring	a	
dozen	or	more	and	leaving	crews	pick-
ing	through	debris	for	more	possible	
victims.
	 At	least	12	people	were	injured	
in	the	explosion	at	the	Kleen	Energy	
Systems	plant	in	Middletown,	about	
20	miles	south	of	Hartford.	Crews	
with	dogs	were	still	searching	the	rub-
ble	as	darkness	fell	over	the	plant,	on	
a	wooded	hill	along	the	Connecticut	
River.
	 It	wasn’t	clear	how	many	people,	
if	any,	were	still	buried.	Deputy	Fire	
Marshal	Al	Santostefano	told	The	
Associated	Press	that	50	to	60	people	
were	in	the	area	at	the	time	of	the	
explosion,	but	authorities	said	mul-
tiple	contractors	were	working	on	the	
project,	making	it	difficult	to	pinpoint	
how	many	people	were	missing.
	 “I	think	a	majority	of	them	did	
survive,”	Santostefano	said.	“Most	of	
them	did	walk	away.”
	 The	explosion	left	huge	pieces	of	
metal	that	once	encased	the	plant	
peeling	off	its	sides.	A	large	swath	of	
the	structure	was	blackened	and	sur-
rounded	by	debris,	but	the	building,	
its	roof	and	its	two	smokestacks	were	
still	standing.	Rescue	crews	had	set	up	
several	tents	alongside	the	site.
	 The	explosion	happened	around	
11:15	a.m.,	Santostefano	said.	Mayor	
Sebastian	Giuliano,	who	heard	the	
blast,	called	it	a	gas	explosion	but	said	
the	exact	cause	wasn’t	immediately	
clear.
	 “It	felt	almost	like	a	sonic	boom,”	
Giuliano	said	at	an	evening	news	con-
ference.
	 The	search	was	focusing	in	part	on	
who	was	at	the	plant	at	the	time	of	the	
explosion.	Giuliano	said	100	to	200	
workers	would	have	been	there	on	a	
typical	weekday.
	 “They’re	trying	to	figure	out	who	
was	on	the	job	today	and	where	are	
they	now,”	Giuliano	said.
	 One	of	those	killed	was	Raymond	
Dobratz,	a	57-year-old	plumber	from	
Old	Saybrook,	said	his	son,	Eric	
Dobratz,	who	called	the	elder	man	“a	
great	dad.”
THE KLEEN ENERGY PLANT is seen in this aerial photo after an explosion 
in Middletown, Conn., Sunday, Feb. 7.  AP photo
-See POWERPLANT, page 14
-See AFGHANS, page 14
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	 As	Americans	ponder	the	mis-
steps	that	toppled	insurance	giants	
and	major	investment	banks,	Utah	
State	University	professor	Dan	
Coster	surmises	that	well-educated,	
ethical	actuaries	could	help	prevent	
future	financial	debacles.
	 “Properly	trained	actuar-
ies	could	help	us	avoid	the	next	
recession,”	Coster	told	family	and	
friends	who	joined	him	Feb.	2	at	
the	USU	president’s	home	for	the	
sixth	talk	in	the	university’s	2009-
10	Inaugural	Professor	Lecture	
Series.	The	series,	coordinated	by	
the	Provost’s	Office	and	hosted	by	
President	Stan	Albrecht	and	First	
Lady	Joyce	Albrecht,	highlights	the	
accomplishments	of	faculty	who	
have	been	promoted	to	full	profes-
sor	in	the	past	year.
	 Coster,	who	joined	the	faculty	of	
USU’s	Department	of	Mathematics	
and	Statistics	in	1990,	coordinates	
the	university’s	actuarial	science	
program,	in	which	about	12	under-
graduates	are	currently	enrolled.
	 “Actuarial	science,	which	
involves	applying	mathematical	and	
statistical	methods	to	assess	risk	in	
the	insurance	and	finance	indus-
tries,	is	kind	of	a	best	kept	secret,”	
he	says.	“It’s	a	wonderful	career	
path.	Two	of	our	undergrads	have	
already	passed	the	first	two	qualify-
ing	exams	for	professional	certifica-
tion.”
	 In	addition	to	his	research	
endeavors,	Coster	enjoys	the	
challenges	of	teaching,	which	he	
describes	as	a	craft	one	is	always	
trying	to	perfect.
	 “You	never	get	it	quite	right,”	he	
says.	“You’re	always	tweaking	the	
way	you	teach	material.	Teaching	is	
something	that	is	always	evolving.”
	 Coster	acknowledges	that	math	
and	statistics	often	get	a	bad	rap	
and	many	find	the	subjects	intimi-
dating.
	 “That’s	unfortunate,”	he	says.	
“Because	each	is	applicable	to	every	
other	field	and	each	provides	a	path	
to	rewarding	careers.”
USU professor wins 
Red Cross drawing
	 Tom	Worthen,	professor	in	the	
department	of	languages,	philoso-
phy	and	speech	communication,	
is	the	lucky	winner	of	a	42-inch	
plasma	television	set	and	$100	gift	
certificate	to	Wal-mart,	courtesy	
of	a	drawing	conducted	by	the	
American	Red	Cross.		
	 Worthen	was	eligible	to	enter	
the	drawing	because	he	donated	
blood	to	the	Red	Cross	in	January.	
During	that	month,	the	Red	Cross	
conducted	its	Ultimate	Couch	
Potato	Giveaway	promotion	to	
encourage	people	in	Utah	to	not	
give	up	on	donating	blood	as	a	
New	Year’s	resolution	in	2010.
	 Worthen	picked	up	his	TV	set	
from	the	Salt	Lake	Donor	Center	
when	he	came	to	Salt	Lake	City	
on	Wednesday,	Feb.	3,	to	take	his	
daughter	to	Shriner’s	Hospital	for	
treatment.	Tom	said	he	donates	
about	once	a	year	at	blood	drives	
held	on	campus.	He	is	motivated	
to	donate,	he	said,	because	his	
father	died	of	cancer	but	had	
many	transfusions	during	his	
cancer	treatments.	Now,	Worthen	
wants	to	“give	back.”		
	 “January	is	a	challenging	
month	for	blood	collections,”	said	
JaLae	Thompson,	donor	recruit-
ment	manager	for	the	Red	Cross	
in	Utah,	“but,	because	of	the	
constant	need,	we	organized	this	
promotion	to	encourage	people	in	
Utah	to	not	give	up	on	donating	
blood.”			
	 She	also	explained	that	the	
need	for	blood	is	constant	and	
that	blood	collections	are	continu-
ing	even	though	the	couch	potato	
promotion	is	finished.		
	 She	also	said	individuals	
unable	to	donate	blood	can	still	
make	a	contribution	by	organiz-
ing	a	Red	Cross	blood	drive	or	
assisting	as	a	volunteer.	Interested	
persons	can	call	1-800-RED-
CROSS	or	visit	redcrossblood.org	
for	more	information	or	to	make	a	
blood	donation	appointment.
Math prof. gives 
inaugural speech
Saturday, Jan. 30
•	USU	Police	responded	to	the	Living	Learning	
Community	for	a	report	of	several	minors	consum-
ing	alcohol.	Upon	arrival,	officers	were	unable	to	
locate	the	minors	or	evidence	of	anyone	drinking	
alcohol	in	the	apartment.
•	USU	Police	responded	to	Snow	Hall	for	a	suspi-
cious	vehicle.	Police	were	informed	that	there	was	
a	vehicle	that	has	had	its	driver-side	door	open	for	
the	last	several	hours.	Officers	located	the	vehicle,	
checked	the	area	and	found	nothing	suspicious.	A	
police	business	card	was	left	in	the	vehicle	for	the	
owner	and	the	door	was	then	locked	and	shut.
•	USU	Police	assisted	Logan	City	Police	on	a	
delayed	prowler	call.	Upon	arrival,	officers	
searched	the	area	and	were	unable	to	locate	the	
prowler.
•	USU	Police	received	a	delayed	report	of	a	theft	
from	Mountain	View	Tower	where	several	items	
were	taken.	The	investigation	is	continuing.
Sunday, Jan. 31
•	USU	Police	responded	to	the	Learning	Living	
Community	for	a	report	of	alcohol	in	an	apart-
ment.	Two	subjects	were	issued	citations	for	minor	
in	possession	of	alcohol.
•	USU	Police	was	dispatched	to	Mountain	View	
Tower	on	some	individuals	stuck	in	the	elevator.	
They	were	able	to	get	out	prior	to	police	arriving.	
Facilities	was	notified	of	the	problem	with	the	
elevator.
•	USU	Police	responded	to	the	area	of	1800	North	
and	600	East	to	assist	North	Park	Police	with	a	
possible	intoxicated	driver.	Upon	arrival	police	
determined	that	the	driver	was	not	intoxicated.	
The	elderly	individual	was	unable	to	drive	at	night	
and	was	weaving	across	the	road.	Police	found	the	
driver	a	ride	home.
Monday, Feb. 1
•	USU	Police	officers	were	dispatched	to	the	busi-
ness	building	on	a	HVAC	motor	making	some	
strange	sounds.	Facilities	was	notified	of	the	prob-
lem.
•	USU	Police	was	dispatched	to	the	police	depart-
ment	to	meet	with	a	Facilities	worker	who	had	bro-
ken	a	University	Inn	window	while	removing	snow.
•	USU	Police	observed	a	moving	truck	stalled	in	
the	middle	of	US	89.	After	the	vehicle	was	started,	
police	escorted	the	vehicle	to	the	nearest	safe	
area	until	arrangements	could	be	made	to	get	the	
vehicle	towed.
•	USU	Police	stopped	a	vehicle	for	an	equipment	
violation	as	well	as	failure	to	dim	high	beams.	
Upon	contacting	the	driver,	police	could	smell	
the	odor	of	burnt	marijuana.	The	driver	admit-
ted	to	possessing	some	marijuana.	Police	arrested	
the	individual	and	transported	him	to	the	Cache	
County	Jail	for	possession	of	marijuana.
•	USU	Police	assisted	Logan	City	Police	on	a	crimi-
nal	mischief	call.	A	vehicle	had	been	seen	hitting	
garbage	cans	and	spreading	garbage	all	over	the	
road.	Police	were	unable	to	locate	the	vehicle.
Tuesday, Feb. 2 
•	Police	were	dispatched	to	the	chemistry	building.	
Complainant	said	there	was	a	firework	up	on	the	
roof.
Wednesday, Feb. 3
•	USU	Police	was	dispatched	to	the	Education	
Building	on	a	stalking	injunction	violation.
•	USU	Police	responded	to	assist	Logan	City	Police	
with	a	hit-and-run	accident	on	800	East.	Police	are	
investigating.
•	Police	provided	some	first	aid	to	an	individual	
who	had	a	scrapped	hand	after	slipping	on	the	
sidewalk	at	the	Spectrum.
Thursday Feb. 4
•	USU	Police	officers	were	dispatched	to	a	stray	
dog	running	around	on	campus.	The	dog	was	
located	and	impounded.
•	USU	Police	officers	were	called	to	a	suspicious	
backpack	that	had	been	left	in	the	men’s	restroom	
of	the	Veterinary	Science	Building.	The	owner	of	
the	bag	was	located	and	the	bag	was	returned	to	
him.
•	USU	Police	was	dispatched	to	the	nutrition	and	
food	science	north	parking	lot	where	a	vehicle	had	
the	rear	window	broken	out.
•	USU	Police	responded	to	the	Taggart	Student	
Center	on	a	report	of	a	disorderly	person	who	
refused	to	leave.	The	suspect	left	the	building	after	
discovering	that	police	had	been	notified.	Police	
are	investigating.
•	USU	Housing	Facilities	contacted	USU	Police	
about	a	theft	of	some	furniture	from	the	basement	
of	the	Valley	View	Tower	that	had	been	captured	
on	cameras	on	Jan.	21.	Police	are	investigating.
•	USU	Police	assisted	Logan	City	Police	at	
Oakridge	apartments	on	a	suspicious	vehicle.	USU	
Police	located	the	vehicle	and	identified	it	as	a	local	
booting	company	vehicle.
•	USU	Police	received	a	report	of	three	hub	caps	
that	were	stolen	off	of	a	vehicle	in	the	north	Bullen	
Hall	parking	lot.	Police	are	investigating.
-Compiled by Rachel A. Christensen
Contact USU Police at 797-1939 
for non-emergencies.
Anonymous reporting line: 797-5000
EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911PoliceBlotter
	 USU	faculty	and	students	compet-
ed	against	one	another	in	the	third	
annual	College	of	Agriculture	Chili	
Cook-off	on	Saturday,	Feb.	6.		Recipes	
from	nine	competitors	were	judged	
by	four	department	heads	within	the	
college.		
	 Maria	Eggers,	the	winning	chef,	
said	she	always	cooks	at	home,	but	
had	never	used	a	dutch	oven	before.
	 “It	was	kind	of	hard	to	know	
exactly	how	many	coals	to	keep	it	
warm,”	Egger	said	of	the	challenges	
she	faced	while	cooking	on	behalf	of	
the	Plant,	Soils	and	Climate	Club.	
	 Her	recipe,	she	said,	was	an	easy	
beef	and	bean	combination.	
	 “	I	just	found	it	online	and	
thought	I’d	try	it	out,”	she	said,	add-
ing	that	this	was	her	first	cook-off.	
	 The	Animal	Science	Club	took	
second	place	in	the	competition	with	
one	of	two	pots	it	made.	Third	place	
honors	went	to	the	husband	and	wife	
team,	Tennille	and	Cody	Boseman,	
who	cook	their	chili	to	sell	at	mul-
tiple	fairs	across	the	state.	
	 “All	we	wanted	was	to	place,”	said	
Tennille	Boseman.	“	We	wanted	to	be	
able	to	have	an	award-winning	sign	
for	when	we	sell	our	chili.”		
	 Reining	champion,	Gary	
Straquadine,	dean	and	executive	
director	of	the	USU	Tooele	Regional	
Campus,	came	back	this	year	hoping	
to	win	with	a	spicier	chili.		
	 “Real	men	make	hot	chili,”	
he	said	while	stirring	his	pot	in	
the	Agricultural,	Systems	and	
Techonology	(ASTE)	Building	shop,	
where	competitors	prepared	their	
dishes.		
	 Two	other	cooks	made	white	
chili	and	the	Dietetics	Club	made	a	
Rachel	Ray	recipe,	using	chocolate	
as	a	secret	ingredient.		After	results	
were	announced,	paying	guests	filled	
the	ASTE	high	bay	complex	for	all-
you-can-eat	chili	and	corn	bread.	The	
Sagwich	Basin	Boys	band	provided	
music	for	the	festivities	which	lasted	
until	7	p.m.		
– t.k.adams@aggiemail.usu.edu
By TAYLOR ADAMS
Statesman correspondent
GUESTS FILL THEIR BOWLS with chili made by each of the College of Agriculture Chili Cook-off contestants Saturday, 
Feb. 6 in the Agricultural, Systems and Technology Building. photo courtesy of TAYLOR ADAMS
First-timer wins College of Ag chili cook-off
	 After	the	game,	a	panel	will	be	made	up	
of	relationship	experts,	handpicked	by	those	
who	planned	the	event,	said	Melanie	Fenn,	
senior	in	public	relations	and	intern	with	
SHS.	Professors	and	students	will	make	up	
the	five-	or	six-member	panel.
	 The	audience	will	get	to	ask	questions	to	
the	panel,	in	addition	to	hearing	answers	to	
prepared	questions.	Fenn	said	starting	with	
the	game	will	get	people	more	comfortable	
for	the	question-and-answer	activity.
	 “It’s	laid	back,”	said	Michelle	Swaner,	
community	health	major	and	SHS	intern.	
“It’s	not	something	for	people	to	be	intimi-
dated	by.	It’s	there	for	people	to	ask	ques-
tions.”
	 Swaner	said	she	thinks	that	after	a	cou-
ple	of	people	start	asking	questions,	more	
people	will	get	comfortable	and	open	up.
	 Booths,	where	students	who	do	not	want	
to	ask	questions	can	get	more	information,	
will	be	set	up	around	the	International	
Lounge,	Fenn	said.	In	addition	to	SHS,	
representatives	of	the	Sexual	Assault	and	
Anti-Violence	Information	Office	will	be	
there	with	brochures,	as	well	as	Community	
Abuse	Prevention	Services	Agency	(CAPSA)	
and	the	USU	Counseling	Center.
	 SHS	wants	to	teach	students	about	how	
to	be	in	a	healthy	relationship,	Fenn	said.	
Whether	dating,	married	or	single,	everyone	
should	come	away	with	something	helpful,	
and	students	should	know	how	to	get	out	of	
potentially	harmful	relationships,	she	said.
	 “A	lot	of	university	life	revolves	around	
relationships	and	dating,	and	so	people	are	
obviously	interested	in	it,”	Swaner	said.
	 A	booth	was	set	up	by	SHS	on	the	first	
f loor	of	the	TSC	Thursday	and	Friday.	
People	who	submitted	creative	dating	ideas	
or	took	a	survey	were	entered	in	drawings	
for	prizes,	Fenn	said.
	 Swaner	said	winners	will	probably	be	
picked	sometime	this	week.
	 The	dating	game	was	successful	last	year,	
which	is	why	it	was	brought	back	again	this	
year,	Fenn	said
	 Hansen	said	she	is	excited	for	this	activ-
ity	because	an	intern	who	participated	last	
year	told	her	it	was	her	favorite	activity	with	
SHS.
	 “This	is	what	we’ve	been	thinking	about	
for	so	long,	and	I’m	just	naturally	excited	for	
it	to	happen,”	she	said.
– la.stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu
Panel: Experts	to	answer	relationship	questions
	 -continued from page 1
	 Interpersonal	skills	can	make	or	break	human	relation-
ships.	Effective	communication	is	a	learned	skill	and	the	
foundation	upon	which	all	else	in	a	relationship	is	built.		If	
you	want	to	improve	your	relationships,	practice	the	follow-
ing	tips:
•							Listen	without	countering.	Actively	try	to	hear	the	
other	person’s	point	of	view.	
•							Make	eye	contact.	
•							Speak	for	yourself.	Make	“I”	statements	about	what	
you	feel	and	need.
•							Restate	what	you	have	heard.	Seek	clarification.
•							Stick	to	the	subject.	Make	your	point	without	making	
accusations.	
•							Look	inside	yourself.	What	is	the	motive	behind	the	
words	you	choose	to	say?	
•							Ask	for	behavioral	change.	Bring	the	conversation	
back	to	your	everyday	life.		
•							Remember	your	partner’s	trigger	points.	Then	resist	
the	temptation	to	use	them.
•							Remember	your	own	trigger	points.	Then	resist	the	
temptation	to	react.
•							Agree	to	disagree	sometimes.	Practice	respectful	
acceptance	of	difference.
•							Remember	the	power	of	apology.
Information from the Partners HealthCare Web site.	
RELATIONSHIPS
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3
Monday, Feb. 8, 2010Page 4 StatesmanCampus News
	 The	College	of	Humanities,	Arts	and	Social	
Sciences	Week	at	USU	is	Feb.	8-12.	For	the	2010	
HASS	Week,	the	HASS	Council	has	collaborated	
with	Career	Services	to	provide	two	workshops	
for	students.	Both	workshops	will	be	held	in	
Merrill-Cazier	Library.
	 The	first	workshop	is	“Creating	Effective	
Cover	Letters	and	Resumes”	Monday,	Feb.	
8,	from	2:30-3:30	p.m.	in	the	library,	Room	
154.	The	second	workshop,	“How	to	Hold	a	
Successful	Interview,”	is	Tuesday,	Feb.	9,	2-3	
p.m.,	at	the	same	location.
	 “Our	council	thought	this	would	be	a	perfect	
time	for	students	to	refresh	their	interview	skills	
and	update	their	resumes	before	they	begin	
graduating	and	entering	the	workforce	or	before	
interviewing	for	summer	jobs	,”	said	Josie	Olsen,	
HASS	senator.			
	 Free	hot	chocolate	will	also	be	served	to	
students	and	faculty	on	campus	Feb.	10	and	
11	from	9	a.m.	to	1	p.m.	on	the	plaza	near	the	
water	fountain	outside	the	Taggart	Student	
Center.	The	cold	weather	warm-up	is	provided	
by	HASS	Council.
	 “We	want	to	give	back	to	the	members	of	the	
university	for	working	so	hard	all	semester	in	
such	a	cold	environment,”	Olsen	said.
		 Finally,	students	will	sell	“I	[heart]	Suki”	
shirts	for	$5	and	buttons	for	$1	all	week	long	
in	TSC	Room		326	to	raise	money	for	student	
scholarships.	Yasuko	Brown,	also	known	as	
“Suki”	or	“The	Pizza	Lady,”	is	famous	for	selling	
food	in	The	Hub	and	agreed	to	be	the	“face”	for	
the	products	in	order	to	support	the	students.
	 “Yasuko	has	become	a	campus	celebrity,”	
Olsen	said,	“and	she	wants	the	best	for	students.	
She	supported	the	idea	because	it	was	ultimately	
generated	by	students	for	students.”
	 For	more	information	about	HASS	Week,	
contact	Josie	Olsen,	josie.olsen@aggiemail.usu.
edu,	or	go	to	the	HASS	Dean’s	Office	on	the	
third	floor	of	Old	Main,	Room	338.
HASS Week kicks off Feb. 8
BY USU MEDIA RELATIONS
US wants out of suit over Chinese detainee’s death
	 PROVIDENCE,	R.I.	(AP)	–	The	alleged	
neglect	and	death	of	a	terminally	ill	Chinese	
immigrant	detained	in	a	Rhode	Island	jail	two	
years	ago	triggered	scathing	reports	and	inves-
tigations,	a	wide-ranging	federal	lawsuit	and	
hand-wringing	over	who	was	responsible.
	 A	judge	will	hear	arguments	this	week	on	
whether	the	federal	government	bears	culpabil-
ity	in	the	August	2008	death	of	Hiu	Lui	“Jason”	
Ng,	34,	who	was	accused	of	overstaying	a	tour-
ist	visa	and	detained	at	the	Donald	W.	Wyatt	
Detention	Facility	in	Central	Falls	for	the	last	
month	of	his	life.
	 U.S.	Immigration	and	Customs	Enforcement	
is	one	of	about	two	dozen	defendants	in	the	law-
suit	and	seeks	to	be	dismissed	on	grounds	that	
staffers	at	the	jail	are	contractors	–	not	govern-
ment	employees.	But	lawyers	for	Ng’s	family	see	
the	federal	government	as	a	critical	target	that	
should	be	held	accountable,	especially	since	it’s	
responsible	for	enforcing	immigration	law.
	 Advocates	for	immigrants’	rights	say	Ng’s	
death	and	similar	cases	raise	troubling	ques-
tions	about	uneven	oversight	of	detention	
centers,	especially	those	like	Wyatt	that	are	
privately	run,	and	the	absence	of	clear	lines	of	
accountability	when	something	goes	wrong.
	 “That	death	highlights	a	larger	trend	and	cry	
for	greater	transparency,	improved	medical	care	
and	legally	enforceable	detention	standards,”	
said	Shoba	Sivaprasad	Wadhia,	director	of	the	
Center	for	Immigrants’	Rights	at	Penn	State’s	
Dickinson	School	of	Law.
	 Federal	immigration	authorities	say	more	
than	100	immigration	detainees	have	died	since	
2003,	and	human	rights	groups	for	years	have	
accused	ICE	of	providing	insufficient	and	some-
times	negligent	medical	care.
	 A	2008	internal	review	concluded	ICE	could	
do	a	better	job	overseeing	detainees’	medical	
treatment,	and	Homeland	Security	Secretary	
Janet	Napolitano	more	recently	identified	
improving	the	detention	system	as	a	priority.
	 Ng,	a	computer	engineer	from	New	York	with	
a	wife	and	two	young	sons,	came	to	the	U.S.	in	
1992	at	age	17	with	his	parents	and	sister.	He	
was	taken	into	custody	years	later	and	died	of	
advanced	liver	cancer	that	went	undiagnosed	
until	days	before	his	death.	He	also	was	diag-
nosed	with	a	spinal	fracture.
	 His	family	and	an	ICE	inquiry	allege	that	he	
was	abused	in	the	month	he	spent	at	Wyatt	and	
was	denied	access	to	adequate	medical	care.	
They	say	he	was	dragged	screaming	by	his	arms,	
mocked	by	staff	who	accused	him	of	feigning	ill-
ness,	and	denied	a	wheelchair,	although	he	was	
unable	to	walk	and	complained	of	agonizing	
back	pain.
	 ICE	spokesman	Brian	Hale	said	the	agency	
takes	seriously	any	allegations	of	inadequate	
medical	care	and	has	taken	steps	recently	to	
improve	oversight	of	immigration	detention.
Credibility is key in 9/11 health trial claims
	 NEW	YORK	(AP)	–	As	the	first	cases	
in	a	massive	battle	over	illnesses	linked	
to	9/11	near	trial,	an	Associated	Press	
investigation	has	found	that	several	of	the	
initial	30	suits	contain	inconsistent	or	
exaggerated	claims	about	how	the	workers	
got	sick	or	how	much	time	they	spent	at	
ground	zero.
	 One	demolition	worker	who	said	he	
developed	health	problems	after	toiling	
for	six	months	in	the	toxic	ruins	of	the	
World	Trade	Center	has	actually	been	
severely	ill	since	the	1990s.	In	a	previous	
medical	malpractice	case,	he	said	he	was	
so	sick	between	2000	and	2003	that	he	
couldn’t	work	regularly.	He	never	men-
tioned	9/11	during	his	testimony	in	that	
lawsuit.
	 Lawyers	for	a	police	officer	from	
northern	New	Jersey	who	died	in	2006	
claimed	in	a	court	filing	that	he	spent	
nearly	300	days	handling	debris	at	
ground	zero,	but	his	work	records	indicate	
that	his	actual	time	and	duties	related	to	
9/11	were	far	more	limited.	During	the	
months	the	lawyers	said	the	man	worked	
at	ground	zero,	he	was	recording	full-time	
shifts	in	Cresskill,	N.J.
	 Another	police	officer	who	was	listed	
by	her	lawyers	as	having	lung	cancer,	
doesn’t	have	cancer	at	all.	Her	actual	ill-
ness	involves	something	akin	to	chronic	
asthma.	She	insists	her	lawyers	were	mis-
taken.
	 The	three	cases	are	among	the	30	
plaintiffs	whose	suits	are	being	consid-
ered	for	May	trials	over	the	city’s	culpabil-
ity	for	chronic	illnesses	caused	by	expo-
sure	to	contaminated	dust	in	the	months	
after	the	Sept.	11,	2001	terrorist	attacks.
	 Those	cases	are	among	the	thousands	
filed	over	the	health	of	ground	zero	work-
ers,	but	they	have	an	outsized	importance.
	 Of	the	more	than	9,000	legal	claims	
filed	against	New	York	City,	about	60	
have	gotten	close	scrutiny	by	the	court.	
Of	those,	30	are	now	being	considered	as	
candidates	for	trials	in	May.	U.S.	District	
Judge	Alvin	Hellerstein,	who	is	overseeing	
the	case,	says	that	group	will	ultimately	
be	reduced	to	12,	for	the	first	set	of	trials.
	 Hellerstein	has	said	he	hopes	those	
initial	trials	will	serve	as	a	road	map	to	
settlements	for	the	many	other	claims	
by	rescue	and	recovery	workers	who	say	
they	got	sick	after	the	city	failed	to	protect	
them	from	poisonous	trade	center	ash.	
More	than	$1	billion	in	damages	is	at	
stake.
	 Lawyers	for	the	workers	whose	cases	
were	examined	by	the	AP	declined	to	
discuss	them,	but	said	the	trials	will	show	
unequivocally	that	workers	exposed	to	the	
dust	weren’t	given	proper	equipment,	and	
as	a	result	are	now	sick.
	 “These	are	cops	and	firemen	and	
construction	workers	who	were	there	for	
the	city,”	said	attorney	David	Worby,	who	
would	not	answer	specific	questions	about	
the	cases	uncovered	by	AP.	“There	is	no	
question	anymore	about	whether	they	
were	sick,	and	how	sick	they	are.	There	are	
tens	of	thousands	of	people	who	are	sick.	
Not	all	are	severely	ill,	but	many	of	them	
are.”
	 Evaluating	the	merits	of	even	the	few	
cases	selected	for	trial	is	difficult,	due	to	
medical	privacy	rules,	a	lack	of	detail	in	
public	court	filings	and	a	refusal	by	both	
legal	teams	to	discuss	details	of	the	suits.
	 Yet,	a	few	stand	out.
	 Take	the	case	of	Vincent	Briganti:	In	
the	lawsuit	he	filed	against	the	city	in	
2005,	the	50-year-old	said	he	put	in	75	
days	supervising	demolition	crews	at	
ground	zero,	then	developed	ailments	
including	shortness	of	breath,	vocal	cord	
problems,	skin	problems	and	acid	reflux	
disease.	He	blamed	all	of	those	problems	
on	the	trade	center	dust.
	 But	records	obtained	by	the	AP	show	
that	this	isn’t	the	first	time	Briganti	has	
sued	over	his	poor	health.
	 In	August,	2001	–	one	month	before	
the	terrorist	attacks	–	he	filed	a	medical	
malpractice	lawsuit	in	which	he	claimed	
to	be	so	ill	with	complications	of	Crohn’s	
disease,	an	incurable	gastrointestinal	dis-
order,	that	he	couldn’t	work	regularly.
CRESSKILL, N.J., POLICE SGT. MICHAEL O’LOUGHLIN, 
shown above in a Sept. 2004 file photo, was diagnosed with advanced 
stage colon cancer in early 2003 and died in 2006. Lawyers for 
O’Loughlin’s family initially claimed that he put in 293 days as “a debris 
remover and decontaminator” at ground zero. The papers listed him 
as working an average of 12 hours per day between Sept. 12, 2001 and 
July 7, 2002. But O’Loughlin’s work records show him working regular 
shifts there, day after day, through all of those months. AP photo
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Reaping the rewards of service
A little taste of heaven
Blind student receives national award
Sophomore QUintin WiLLiamS WaS named Corps Member of the Year by 
the Corps Network. Williams will be traveling to Washington, D.C., to receive the award. 
photo courtesy QUINTIN WILLIAMS
	
	
	
	
	 Quintin	Williams,	sophomore	in	family	finance,	
was	chosen	to	be	Corps	Member	of	the	Year	by	the	
Corps	Network,	which	is	an	umbrella	company	
for	all	Corps	programs.	Williams	said	he	and	five	
others,	who	also	received	the	award,	will	travel	to	
Washington,	D.C.,	for	four	days.
	 “The	people	contacted	me	and	said	I	was	picked.	
Being	picked	out	of	29,000	people,	it’s	amazing.”	he	
said.	“We’ll	be	presented	on	Capitol	Hill	in	D.C.	in	
front	of	a	variety	of	Congressmen.”
	 Kate	Stephens,	assistant	director	of	the	Utah	
Conservation	Corps	(UCC),	said	she	nominated	
Williams	because	he	was	exceptional	and	stood	out	
for	the	work	he	did.
	 “Quintin’s	crew	had	great	respect	for	him	as	a	lead-
er	and	also	felt	comfortable	communicating	with	him	
openly	about	their	individual	needs	and	concerns,”	
she	said.	“Quintin	was	not	only	a	leader,	but	a	mentor	
and	example	to	his	crew.”
	 Williams’	crew	was	comprised	of	individuals	with	
and	without	disabilities,	and	he	worked	to	make	the	
team	a	cohesive	whole.
	 “Quintin	inspired	me	to	be	more	aware	and	
observant	of	others	and	my	environment,”	said	Jamie	
Mastro,	co-crew	leader.	“He	has	almost	single-hand-
edly	dissolved	any	psychological	barriers	that	I	may	
have	had	about	interacting	with	people	with	disabili-
ties.	It	is	possible	that	my	misunderstanding	of	his	
disability	would	have	prevented	me	from	becoming	
friends	with	him	if	it	weren’t	for	his	understanding	
of	my	own	internal	barriers.	It	is	a	friendship	made	
possible	by	an	effort	to	communicate	and	understand	
on	both	sides.	I	feel	indebted	to	him	for	making	this	
possible.”
	 Williams	worked	for	Deseret	Industries	before	
working	for	the	UCC	and	said	he	wanted	something	
that	would	challenge	him	and	give	him	new	opportu-
nities.	Opportunities	were	exactly	what	he	got.
	 Stephens	said,	“Living	outside	for	most	of	the	sum-
mer	was	somewhat	beyond	(Quintin’s)	comfort	level,	
but	he	was	up	for	it.	Unlike	the	urban	environment	
that	is	often	metered	off	and	demarcated,	the	outdoor	
environment	has	many	more	unknowns	requiring	
Quintin	to	work	in	partnership	and	co-dependency	
more	than	he	is	used	to.”
	 The	increased	partnership	and	co-dependency	
strengthened	his	communication	and	group	skills,	
Stephens	said,	and	helped	him	become	a	better	lead-
er.	
	 “Quintin	was	able	to	point	out	the	inherent	chal-
lenges	associated	with	wilderness	environments	for	
people	who	are	blind.	He	has	been	an	important	part	
of	many	discussions	with	the	U.S.	Forest	Service	and	
National	Park	Service	about	making	outdoor	recre-
ation	areas	accessible	to	people	who	are	blind.”
	 Williams	worked	as	a	crew	member	during	the	
summer	of	2008	and	as	a	crew	leader	the	next	sum-
mer.	He	and	his	crew	worked	with	the	U.S.	Forest	
Service	to	make	trails,	campsites	and	other	areas	
accessible	to	people	with	disabilities,	he	said.	This	
past	summer	he	helped	create	a	national	database	so	
the	public	can	find	areas	that	are	accessible	to	all.
	 “This	year,	Quintin	went	far	beyond	the	original	
project	goals	and	assisted	the	U.S.	Forest	Service	on	
the	national	level	in	the	development	of	a	new	accessi-
bility	information	database	that	will	provide	the	pub-
lic	with	information	on	accessible	campsites,	facilities	
and	services,”	Stephens	said.	“The	accessibility	infor-
mation	gathered	and	entered	into	the	database	by	
the	inclusive	crew	automatically	feeds	Forest	Service	
District	Web	portals	that	are	accessed	by	the	public.”
	 Not	only	did	Williams	work	on	the	database,	but	
he	worked	with	the	developers	to	ensure	data	could	be	
entered	by	someone	who	had	a	disability	and	needed	
to	use	a	screen	reader.	Many	people	with	disabilities,	
such	as	blindness	and	mobility	impairments,	need	a	
screen	reader	to	use	their	computer.
	 Williams	said	he	sees	his	opportunity	to	work	for	
the	UCC	as	a	blessing.
	 “Prior	to	the	UCC,	I	had	a	great	deal	of	experience	
with	people	who	are	blind	and	visually	impaired,	but	
almost	no	experience	working	with	people	with	other	
types	of	disabilities,”	Williams	said.	“I	learned	a	lot	
about	how	to	create	accommodations	so	that	people	
of	all	abilities	can	do	their	job	independently.		I	also	
learned	first-hand	how	to	lead	a	team	with	varied	
strengths	and	abilities.	As	with	any	crew,	it	is	impor-
tant	to	be	open	and	f lexible.”
	 Williams	will	not	be	returning	to	the	UCC	this	
summer,	partly	because	he	can’t.
	 “When	you	do	service	you’re	only	allowed	to	do	
two	terms,”	he	said.	“But	I	really	believe	that	the	con-
servation	corps	is	giving	people	of	all	abilities	oppor-
tunities	that	really	are	of	such	a	great	value.	I	would	
recommend	the	conservation	corps	to	anyone	who	is	
By APRIL ASHLAND
staff writer
-See UCC , page 8
the 23rD annUaL Chocolate Festival was held Saturday.  All proceeds of the event 
were given to Utah Planned Parenthood. Previous festivals have raised close to $20,000. PETE P. 
SMITHSUTH photo
Hundreds attend Logan Chocolate Festival
	
	
	
	
	 It	is	hard	to	resist	mountains	of	chocolate	
being	offered	in	small	samples	to	the	masses.	
The	23rd	annual	Chocolate	Festival,	held	on	
Saturday,	Feb.	6,	at	the	Bullen	Center	on	43	
S.	Main	Street,	was	carefully	orchestrated	by	
several	volunteers,	including	Beth	Booton,	a	
veteran	of	the	event.
	 “There	are	great	people	here	to	work	with,”	
said	Booton,	who	was	involved	in	the	plan-
ning,	the	execution,	the	music	and	some	of	
the	baking.	“We	encourage	our	volunteers	to	
enter.”	
	 Booton	had	organized	a	colorful	goods	
table,	for	those	who	didn’t	want	to	bid	in	
a	live	and	silent	auction,	but	still	craved	
chocolate.	With	an	ongoing	raff le	through	
the	night,	prizes	weren’t	just	for	those	who	
attended	the	festival.	The	grand	prize	was	a	
glide	rocker	donated	by	Edwards	Furniture,	
with	other	various	prizes	raff led	off	to	ran-
dom	participants.
	 The	Chocolate	Festival	was	a	combination	
of	dessert,	charity	and	competition.	The	event	
included	the	raff le,	a	silent	auction	and	com-
petition	between	contestants.	Pam	Loosle,	a	
five-time	winner	of	the	chocolate	competition	
and	aspiring	“chocolate	model,”	referred	to	
the	rivalry	as	friendly	competition.
	 “I	got	together	with	one	of	my	friends	and	
fellow	competitor	beforehand	to	talk	food	and	
chocolate,”	she	said.
	 Loosle	said	she	begins	planning	a	year	
ahead,	right	after	the	previous	festival	is	f in-
ished.
	 She	said,	“If	I	see	something	in	a	restau-
rant	that	I	think	would	be	good,	I	try	to	work	
it	into	my	options.”
	 This	year	she	entered	orange	truff les	and	
homemade	marshmallows,	but	has	won	previ-
ous	years	with	mint	truff les	and	an	orange	
dreamsicle	cheesecake.
	 The	Chocolate	Festival	is	a	charity	and	
all	proceeds	were	given	to	Utah	Planned	
Parenthood.	The	charity	has	seen	an	increase	
in	need	because	of	the	weak	economy	and	
this	event	is	a	way	to	raise	funds.	Previous	
festivals	raised	close	to	$20,000,	thanks	to	the	
community	as	well	as	the	25	volunteers	who	
helped	out.	Ashley	D’Antonio,	USU	graduate	
student	in	natural	resources,	heard	about	vol-
unteering	for	the	festival	from	a	friend.
	 “I	signed	up	online	and	was	assigned	a	
particular	job.	Then	I	showed	up	45	minutes	
early	for	a	quick	training	session,”	she	said.
	 She	said	her	favorite	part	of	the	festival	
was	helping	out	in	the	community.
	 “The	opportunity	to	volunteer	was	great,	
plus	coming	early	and	being	able	to	taste	all	
the	samples,”	she	said.
	 When	entering	the	event,	the	smells	of	
chocolates	and	cakes	tickle	the	nose,	and	the	
sights	of	busy	volunteers	descend	on	the	eyes.		
In	a	crowded	room	of	close	to	600	people,	it	
is	difficult	to	reach	and	taste	every	sample,	
but	every	sample	is	appreciated.	The	looks	
of	anticipation	on	the	faces	of	attendees	were	
enough	to	feel	the	excitement	of	the	event.	
Whether	looking	to	volunteer	in	the	com-
munity,	test	culinary	talent	in	a	competition	
setting,	the	Chocolate	Festival	is	a	great	way	
to	get	involved.
– kellyn.anderson@aggiemail.usu.edu
By KELLYN ANDERSON
staff writer
6Hey Kitten-
Want the Purr fect gif t for your Valetine?
Better make a trip to 
The Peacock!
Sexy Lingerie
Saucy Gif ts
Potions, Lotions & More!
Persian Peacock
47 N Main Downtown Logan
Mon-Sat 10am-9pm
10% off for 
USU Students 
?????????
????????
????????????
???????????????
?????????????????
??????
?
?
?
?
?
?
???????????????
????
??????????
??????
?????
????
?
?
?
?
?
?
????????
?????????
 Good for March 1-31
Valentine’s Buffet
?????????????????????????????
???????
???????????????
????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
??????????????
??????????????????
???????
?????????
???????????????
??????? ???
????????
AggieLife Monday, Feb. 8, 2010Page 6
Student embraces life with lucky toe and imaginary friend
JUSTIN VANECK SAID If he could spend a day with anyone, he would choose Jason Ellis 
from XM radio. DANIELLE ADAMS photo
Utah Statesman: What is the last text mes-
sage you’ve received?
Justin Vaneck: It says, “Hey do you know 
when your Pike vs. Sig b-ball game is yet?” 
from Kari.
US: Do you carry anything 
you believe to be lucky?
JV: I have a lucky webbed toe 
on my left foot.
US: What’s your favorite 
cologne?
JV: Acqua Di Gio by Giorgio 
Armani.
US: If you could spend a day with anyone alive 
or dead, who would it be?
JV: Jason Ellis from XM radio.
US: What would you do if your hair caught on 
fire?
JV: Embrace it.
US: Have you ever had an imaginary friend?
JV: Yes, his name was Fredrick, and he had 
purple skin.
US: What’s your favorite place to eat on cam-
pus?
JV: The Marketplace, because it’s a variety and 
it’s free.
US: Who is your favorite player on our men’s 
basketball team?
JV: Hayden Alhbrandt.
US: If you had an infectious disease, who 
would you give it to?
JV: Obama.
US: Would you rather drink water from a mud 
puddle or a dog dish?
JV: Dog dish, because dogs’ mouths are clean-
er than human mouths.
US: If you grew a tail, what kind would it be?
JV: An Avatar tail.
US: Would you rather eat a marshmallow cov-
ered in hot dog or a hot dog covered in marsh-
mallows?
JV: I think a hot dog covered in marshmal-
lows.
US: Out of all of your friends, who has the big-
gest smile?
JV: Josh Flores.
US: How has college changed 
your life?
JV: Being away from home, I’ve 
had to grow up.
US: How many times a day do 
you look in the mirror?
JV: Brushing my teeth, kind 
of brushing my hair and that’s 
about it.
US: Do you have any enemies?
JV: No, I don’t have any enemies. Everyone 
loves me.
US: What is your most memorable moment 
from your high school years?
JV: When I got MVP in the high school all-star 
baseball game.
US: What is your biggest pet peeve?
JV: When people use the word pet peeve.
US: What is the last movie you saw?
JV: “Avatar.”
US: Have you ever purposely killed an ani-
mal?
JV: Yes, birds and deer.
US: What is your favorite song?
JV: I have a lot of favorite songs, but my favor-
ite is probably anything by Ke$ha.
US: What is the most dare-devilish thing 
you’ve ever done?
JV: I jumped out of a moving golf cart going 
down a hill. I tied a sled to the back of a truck 
and rode it around.
US: What is under your bed?
JV: A couch, table, fridge, another fridge and 
me.
– danny.lynn.a@aggiemail.usu.edu
By DANIELLE ADAMS
staff writer
Justin Vaneck
San Antonio, Texas
physical therapy
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Political science professor 
shares love of learning
 A woman who enjoys read-
ing, philosophy and teaching, 
Carol McNamara, political 
science professor, is one of 
USU’s most interesting and 
exciting faculty members. 
She enjoys teaching her 
students that “it is only by 
studying big and important 
ideas that students come 
to ask important questions 
about politics and them-
selves.” 
 “I love teaching,” 
McNamara said. 
“I love reading 
books with stu-
dents and seeing 
them become 
excited about the 
ideas these books 
contain.”
 According to 
McNamara, this is 
her favorite part 
about being a pro-
fessor. McNamara 
has a love for 
learning from the 
vast collection of 
books found in 
her possession.
 “I read a lot of 
different things,” 
McNamara said. 
“I read politi-
cal philosophy for 
fun, but I also read fiction. 
Sometimes if you want to 
understand human nature, 
the best source is fiction and 
drama. Shakespeare is one of 
my favorites.”
 When she is not busy read-
ing or teaching, McNamara 
enjoys skiing and taking her 
two children to basketball 
and soccer practice.
 “An education in political 
theory is just the beginning 
point for any education in 
political science or any sub-
ject,” McNamara said. “When 
students ask me why they 
should study political science, 
I tell them that studying 
political science is one of the 
paths to a liberal education. 
In political science, you learn 
that ideas matter. You learn 
to read, think and write. You 
acquire critical skills neces-
sary for being well-educated 
and essential abilities for any 
professional endeavor you 
might pursue.”
 McNamara decided she 
wanted to study political sci-
ence in college when she took 
a political philosophy intro-
duction class and realized the 
study of ideas mattered.
 “The best way to acquire a 
liberal education is to study 
great books,” McNamara 
said. “Plato, Machiavelli, 
Locke and others consider 
ideas in the most profound 
way I’ve encountered.”
 McNamara then became 
interested in teaching these 
ideas when she realized she 
wanted to help other students 
study these important ideas.
 McNamara has a rather 
busy semester as she pre-
pares to organize a lecture 
series that will begin March 
29, and will be open to the 
public. The series, titled “The 
Obama Presidency in the 
Constitutional Order” will 
address different topics relat-
ed to the Obama administra-
tion, such as Obama’s rela-
tions with Congress, issues of 
foreign policy and war power.
 “It’s going to be very 
interesting,” McNamara said. 
“One scholar will contrast 
Obama to FDR and how 
they’ve managed economic 
crises they’ve confronted. 
By LAUREN GARDNER
staff writer
CAROL MCNAMARA
-See POLITICS, page 8
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The U.S. obeSiTy raTe among adults has stalled, but is still high. Inactivity and emotional eat-
ing are key players causing obesity among adults. STEVE SELLERS photo
Obesity rate stalls in adults, 
balance is the key to decline
	 The	obesity	rate	in	the	U.S.	has	finally	stalled,	
although	still	high,	according	to	a	study	by	
the	Center	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	
(CDC).	In	Utah,	22	percent	of	adults	are	obese,	or	
one	in	five,	and	far	more	are	overweight.	While	
this	problem	in	modern	America	is	increasing	at	
an	alarming	rate,	so	has	the	ease	of	access	to	food	
and	the	skinnier	body	images	in	mass	media.
				“I	think	Americans	need	to	have	a	reality	
check,”	said	Mary	Dimmick,	a	USU	dietetics	
senior.
				The	U.S.’s	obesity	rate	is	at	34	percent,	accord-
ing	to	the	CDC.	A	comparison	among	countries,	
conducted	by	Nationmaster.com,	using	slightly	
older	data	from	2003,	stated	that	the	country	
ranking	below	the	United	States	is	an	astounding	
10	percentage	points	away.	
				Obesity	is	a	large	contributor	to	diseases	such	
as	Type	2	Diabetes,	cardiovascular	disease,	
hypertension,	stroke	and	certain	forms	of	cancer.	
The	Associated	Press	reported	that	while	adult	
obesity	rates	have	stalled,	the	prevalence	of	obe-
sity	in	teens	and	children	continue	to	rise.
				Inactivity	and	emotional	eating	are	two	of	the	
key	players	causing	obesity,	said	Brooke	Parker,	
registered	dietitian	for	the	Student	Health	and	
Wellness	Center.	Emotional	eating	is	eating	
when	there	is	no	physical	need	and	the	person	is	
not	hungry.	Many	people	fill	voids	in	their	emo-
tions	or	in	their	lives	with	eating.
				To	achieve	a	healthy	body,	the	battle	is	just	as	
mental	as	it	is	physical.	Parker	uses	behavioral	
modification	as	a	large	part	of	her	technique	
to	help	people	obtain	a	healthier	lifestyle.		She	
helps	clients	make	lists	of	the	triggers	that	cause	
them	to	want	to	eat	emotionally	and	to	make	
a	list	of	activities	to	engage	in	when	they	are	
tempted	by	the	triggers.
				Obesity	is	a	problem	that	needs	to	be	
addressed,	she	said,	but	she	also	stressed	the	
difference	between	obesity	and	having	a	natural	
large	body.
			“Size	doesn’t	always	equate	to	health,”	Parker	
said.	“I	wish	there	was	a	more	moderate	message	
being	given.”
								She	said	balance	in	diet	is	the	answer	and	
that	“fat	can	fit”	into	people’s	diets.	Parker	said	
many	people	who	are	bigger	are	in	better	physi-
cal	condition	and	eat	better	than	the	skinny	per-
son	next	to	them.		The	goal	is	to	have	a	balanced	
diet,	be	healthy	and	have	an	active	lifestyle.
				The	wellness	center	does	presentations	on	
campus,	has	health	and	diet	programs	and	offers	
nutritional	services	to	students.	
				Dimmick	and	Kelsey	Eller,	also	a	dietetics	
senior,	are	part	of	a	group	of	students	and	faculty	
planning	a	body	image	promoting	fair.
				“What	we’re	trying	to	promote	is	just	living	a	
healthy	lifestyle,”	Eller	said.
				The	fair	will	take	place	March	8	in	the	Taggart	
Student	Center	International	Lounge.	
– cody.littlewood@aggiemail.usu.edu
By CODY LITTLEWOOD
staff writer
Filmmaking class offers fresh look at music in Logan
The DoCUMeNTary filMMakiNg class is a way for students to express themselves artistically and to document Logan’s 
music culture. The class is a new program implemented by the art department. ALISON OSTLER photo
	 Go	to	any	local	concert	this	year	and	it’s	not	uncommon	
to	see	students	carrying	professional	filming	equipment	
and	interviewing	band	members.		These	are	the	dedicated	
students	of	Documentary	Filmmaking	class,	a	new	program	
implemented	by	the	art	department	as	a	way	for	students	to	
express	themselves	artistically	and	to	document	the	music	
culture	in	Logan.
	 Started	last	year	as	a	way	to	spotlight	the	art	department,	
the	class	made	its	official	debut	with	the	documentary	“100	
Years,”	a	film	covering	the	history	of	USU’s	art	department	
over	the	last	century.	Aaron	Gumicio,	senior	studying	graph-
ic	design,	was	in	the	class	last	year.
	 “The	film	(last	year)	worked	out	really	well,”	Gumicio	
said.		“I	interviewed	a	lot	of	alumni	for	the	film,	some	of	
them	in	their	80s	and	90s.	This	school	is	so	precious	to	
people.	They	fell	in	love	with	it	and	talking	about	it	brought	
tears	to	their	eyes.”
	 The	film,	Gumicio	said,	was	a	success,	earning	a	Telly	
Award.
	 This	year,	Gumicio	is	teaching	the	class,	and	the	proj-
ect	the	class	is	working	on	is	a	documentary	highlighting	
Logan’s	music	scene.
	 “There’s	so	much	hidden	talent	out	there	that	no	one	real-
ly	knows	about,”	Gumicio	said.	“We	want	to	show	you	what	
talent	is	in	Logan	and	to	bring	the	music	together	so	that	you	
can	know	where	to	go.”	
	 Throughout	the	school	year,	class	members	have	been	
going	to	various	music	venues	across	Logan	to	film	upcom-
ing	musicians	and	music-hopefuls,	from	the	high	school	
garage	bands	to	the	older-aged	blues	bands,	from	the	novices	
to	the	virtuosos.
	 “We	go	to	a	lot	of	places,	like	the	Battle	of	the	Bands	at	
Why	Sound,	and	also	the	(Pizzeria)	Firehouse	and	the	KSM	
Music	Store,”	said	Jesse	Budd,	sophomore	in	accounting.		“A	
lot	of	it	has	to	do	with	Why		Sound.	We	go	there,	meet	the	
bands	and	they	open	up	their	lives	to	us.”
	 The	classmates	film	the	musicians	before,	during	and	
after	their	performance	to	get	a	more	broad	perspective.
	 “We	do	a	quick	questionnaire	and	catch	the	band	before	
they	go	on	stage,	and	then	we	film	from	different	angles	dur-
ing	the	performance	to	capture	the	emotion	on	their	faces,”	
Gumicio	said.	“After	the	performance,	we	interview	them.”
	 Documenting	the	music	scene	in	Logan	isn’t	always	easy,	
Budd	said.	It	involves	many	hours	of	going	to	concerts,	inter-
viewing	band	members	and	editing	footage.
	 “It’s	very	time	consuming,”	Budd	said.
	 Gumicio	couldn’t	agree	with	Budd	more.
	 “We’ve	been	to	about	50	music	concerts,”	Gumicio	said.		
“And	so	far,	we’ve	filmed	about	65	hours	of	footage.		By	the	
time	we’re	done,	we’ll	have	around	80-90	hours	of	footage.”	
	 This	means	a	lot	of	editing	has	to	take	place	to	decide	
what	makes	the	final	cut.							
	 “It’s	going	to	be	a	challenge	editing,”	Gumicio	said.		
“We’re	looking	to	make	the	documentary	about	an	hour	
long.”	
	 Despite	the	challenge,	Gumicio	and	Budd	agreed	the	
entire	process	is	a	lot	of	fun.	
	 “The	most	fun	part	of	this	documentary	is	the	environ-
ment,”	Gumicio	said.	“There’s	something	about	shooting	
these	little	concerts	–	especially	when	you’ve	talked	to	the	
musicians	beforehand	and	get	to	know	them.”
	 The	class	has	been	a	great	learning	experience,	said	
Randall	Blake,	sophomore	in	aviation	maintenance.
	 “We’ve	had	to	learn	about	a	lot	of	different	things	at	
once,”	he	said.	“We’ve	had	to	learn	everything	from	working	
a	camera	to	editing,	to	learning	the	area	and	about	the	com-
munity.	It’s	been	very	interesting.”	
	 Gumicio	said	one	of	his	favorite	parts	of	filming	the	docu-
mentary	is	getting	to	hear	the	musicians’	stories	and	back-
grounds.
	 “The	musicians	have	pretty	interesting	stories	to	tell,”	he	
said.	“A	lot	of	the	bands	who	we	have	interviewed	at	Why	
Sound	are	from	Europe	and	have	given	all	their	money	to	go	
on	tour	to	the	U.S.		It’s	interesting	to	see	how	much	they’re	
willing	to	give	up	for	the	chance	to	have	success.”
	 The	showing	of	the	documentary	will	be	April	29		at	7	
p.m.	in	the	Fine	Arts	Building,	Room	150.	Admission	is	free.		
For	more	information	about	Documentary	Filmmaking	class,	
contact	Gumicio	at	aarongumicio@gmail.com.
– alison.ostler@aggiemail.usu.edu
By ALISON OSTLER
staff writer
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interested	in	changing	their	
life	by	giving	back	to	the	com-
munity	they	get	involved	in.”
	 Williams	has	taken	a	year	
off	to	pursue	a	job	as	a	proof	
reader	for	braille	at	a	school	
for	the	blind	in	Salt	Lake	City,	
and	at	this	time	is	unsure	
when	he	will	return	and	finish	
school.
– april.ashland@aggiemail.
usu.edu
 
‘Take me to the Mardi Gras’
STUDeNTS DaNCeD To DJ Marcus Wing at Mardi Gras Saturday in the TSC Ballroom. Fortune tellers, palm readers, face paint-
ing and gambling were activities also offered to students. STEVE SELLERS photo
UCC: Giving	
back	by	serving 
  -continued from page 5There	are	a	lot	of	interesting	subjects	that	will	
be	discussed.”
	 The	series	will	be	
every	Monday,	starting	
at	the	end	of	March	and	
will	feature	speakers	
from	across	the	country	
from	various	colleges	and	
political	organizations.	
The	lectures	will	be	given	
from	1:30	-	4	p.m.	in	the	
business	building,	Room	
317.
	 McNamara’s	love	of	
learning	and	philosophy	are	apparent,	as	she	
teaches	students	pursuing	political	science	
majors,	as	well	as	a	variety	of	other	majors,	
such	as	business.
						“Businessmen	have	told	
me	they	look	for	political	
science	majors,	because	
they	know	they	have	
research,	critical	think-
ing	and	writing	skills,”	
she	said.	“(Students)	can	
acquire,	through	political	
science	and	other	subjects,	
the	skills	they	need	to	be	
equipped	for	whatever	pro-
fession	they	pursue.”
– lauren.gardner@aggiemail.usu.edu
Politics: Path	to	liberal	education 
					-continued from page 6
“In political science 
you learn that ideas 
matter. You learn 
to read, think and 
write.”
– Carol McNamara, 
political science professor
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Lopsided 
rivalry
Aggies win for the seventh time in 
last nine games versus Wolf Pack
UTah STaTe gUarD Pooh WilliaMS throws down a dunk for the final blow in the Aggies’ 76-65 win over the Nevada Wolf Pack Saturday night. Williams finished the game with 16 points against the 
Aggies’ fellow conference powerhouse. The win was USU’s eighth in a row and third straight over the Wolf Pack. CODY COCHNOUR photo
 Junior forward Tai Wesley scored 19 
points to lead the Utah State Aggies (18-6, 8-
2) over the University of Nevada Wolf Pack, 
76-65, on Saturday, Feb. 6, at the Spectrum. 
The Aggies swept the season series against 
the Wolf Pack for the first time since join-
ing the Western Athletic Conference, moved 
up to first place in the WAC and extended 
their winning streak to eight games. Despite 
the score, the matchup was not defined by 
the offensive efficiency of either team, with 
both the Aggies and Wolf Pack (13-9, 5-4) 
shooting below 50 percent for the night. 
Regardless of the low shooting percentage, 
this was a chapter in the Aggie-Wolf Pack 
rivalry that won’t be soon forgotten.
 “This is what you play college basketball 
for,” sophomore forward Brady Jardine said. 
“Nevada is a great team. We look forward 
to it all year to play them. When they get 
to come to the Spectrum, the students are 
ready for it, the fans are ready for it and we 
are ready for it.”
 Rebounding on both ends of the court 
was a key factor during the game and the 
Aggies pulled down a season team-high 21 
offensive rebounds and finished the night 
with 43 rebounds overall. Sharing the ball 
has been a common theme for Utah State 
success during the winning-streak, and the 
Aggies dished out 18 assists while commit-
ting only four turnovers on the night.
 “We’re a team and we play team basket-
ball,” Wesley said. “We share the ball. We 
had 18 assists to four turnovers. That’s a 
stat we pride ourselves in – taking care of 
the ball, getting each other open and get-
ting each other shots and that’s how we play. 
And it went our way tonight.”
 The Wolf Pack only managed 33 total 
rebounds and head coach David Carter was 
not happy at all with his team’s performance 
and effort.
 “We didn’t put a body on them,” Carter 
told the Reno Gazette. “They wanted it 
more. They had more toughness than we 
had. We have no toughness. We didn’t com-
pete on the glass at all, and that’s very dis-
appointing.”
 The Aggies shot a respectable 44.1 per-
cent from the f loor and a fiery 54.5 percent 
from the 3-point line in the first half, but 
only hit 35.3 percent of their shots from 
the field in the second half and failed to hit 
a single 3-point bucket to finish the night, 
shooting 39.7 percent from the field and 
35.3 percent from the 3-point line. The Wolf 
Pack, on the other hand, shot 53.6 percent 
from the field in the first half and 42.9 per-
cent from the 3-point line. The first half saw 
nine ties and nine lead changes with neither 
team taking a lead greater than six points.
 Junior point guard Armon Johnson 
scored 14 points to lead the Wolf Pack in 
the first half, and sophomore forward Luke 
Babbit chipped in 11 points.  
 “In the first half they were on fire. We 
could not get them stopped,” Aggie head 
coach Stew Morrill said. “Second half, 
I thought we played a lot better defen-
sively and we struggled on offense, but we 
rebounded the heck out the basketball. 
That was a huge key for us. I thought the 
rebounding was huge and our improved 
defense in the second half was the reason we 
got a win. Fortunately, we were able to win 
without shooting the ball really well.”
 Eleven of USU’s 21 offensive rebounds 
came from Wesley and Jardine, which lead 
to 20 second-chance points for the Aggies. 
Wesley and junior guard Jared Quayle had 
nine rebounds apiece, barely missing a 
double-double, and Jardine pulled down 
eight rebounds for the Aggies. In the second 
half, the Aggies bigs held Babbitt to just 
nine points, and the Aggie backcourt held 
Johnson to five points. The Wolf Pack fin-
ished shooting 44.1 percent from the field 
and 30 percent from the 3-point line.
 “We didn’t really make too many adjust-
ments,” Jardine said. “We tightened up a 
little bit in the second half and worked just a 
little bit harder and it showed.”
 Despite the Aggies’ offensive struggles, 
they still led a balanced offensive attack. 
Along with Wesley, three other Aggies 
scored in double-figures. Junior forward 
Pooh Williams finished with 16 points, 
while Jardine and Quayle finished with 13 
and 12, respectively.
 “I thought Nevada did a really good 
By TYLER HUSKINSON
staff writer
-See AGGIES WIN, page 11
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	 Utah	State	hockey	won	one	of	two	games	
during	its	weekend	road	trip	to	Colorado,	
defeating	Metro	State	University	on	Friday,	
16-1,	and	then	falling	to	the	University	of	
Denver	Saturday,	5-4.
	 The	Metro	game	was	the	Jay	McFadden	
and	Tyler	Mistelbacher	show.	McFadden	
had	six	goals	and	one	assist	for	seven	
points	on	the	night,	and	Mistelbacher,	
USU’s	season	leading	scorer,	punched	in	
four	goals	and	banked	three	assists,	for	
seven	points.	Team	captain	Kent	Arsenault	
chipped	in	two	goals,	and	contributed	
five	assists	to	rack	up	seven	points	for	the	
Aggies,	as	well.
	 Coach	Jon	Eccles	was	complimentary	of	
his	team’s	play	in	the	win,	but	also	recog-
nized	Metro	is	a	struggling	program.
	 “They	had	lost	around	nine	players	
to	grades	and	ineligibility,”	Eccles	said,	
“so	that	can	hurt	a	team,	big	time.	They	
found	more	players,	it’s	just	the	talent.	We	
were	shell-shocking	them.	We	took	shots	
all	over,	and	I’m	sure	we	got	their	goalie	
tired.”
	 After	the	dominating	win,	USU	looked	
set	to	face	the	No.	7	team	in	the	region.	
Eccles	said	the	team	played	hard	and	did	
well	at	times,	but	just	fell	short	at	the	end	
of	it.
	 “The	boys	played	well,”	Eccles	said.	“We	
just	kind	of	fell	short.	When	we	ran	our	
systems,	got	good	breakouts	and	tried	not	
to	throw	it	up	the	middle,	chip	it	off	the	
boards	and	chase	it	down,	we	pinned	them	
down	in	their	zones	several	times	and	had	
them	scrambling.”
	 The	loss	to	Denver	comes	at	a	particu-
larly	bad	time	for	the	Aggies.	The	final	
regional	rankings	will	be	issued	by	the	
American	Collegiate	Hockey	Association	
(ACHA)	in	just	over	a	week,	and	with	the	
loss,	USU	now	must	rely	both	on	the	mercy	
of	the	ACHA	ranking	committee	and	the	
all-but-certain	victories	that	will	come	next	
week	at	the	hands	of	BYU	to	maintain	the	
Aggies	at	the	No.	4	position.	If	USU	stays	
at	No.	4,	it	will	have	earned	a	much	easier	
ride	in	the	regional	tournament.	If	the	
Aggies	are	overtaken	by	San	Jose	State	and	
slide	to	No.	5,	they	will	get	the	third	seed	
in	the	regional	tournament	and	will	be	
forced	to	play	a	much	more	difficult	sched-
ule.	Eccles	said	he	understood	the	serious-
ness	of	the	Aggies’	current	position.
	 “These	are	the	teams	that	we’ve	got	to	
beat,”	Eccles	said	of	Denver.	“You	can’t	look	
past	them.	You’ve	got	to	take	care	of	busi-
ness	against	these	guys	because	you	lose	
one	game	at	regionals	and	you’re	out.		It’s	
another	empty	season,	and	everything	you	
worked	for	is	gone	if	you	don’t	start	putting	
it	together.	That’s	our	season	right	there.	
We	can’t	have	any	more	losses	for	the	rest	
of	the	season.”
	 The	Aggies	had	a	rough	first	period	
Saturday	night,	despite	striking	first.	
Arsenault	converted	at	the	14:26	mark	to	
get	the	Ags	a	1-0	lead.	But	Denver	respond-
ed,	scoring	at	the	9:40	and	1:16	mark	to	
close	out	the	first	period	with	a	two	goal	
lead.	
	 “The	refs	only	see	us	bad,”	Eccles	stated	
in	a	text	message	sent	after	the	first	period.	
The	Aggies	were	on	the	short	end	of	six	
first-period	penalties	to	Denver’s	two,	but	
Eccles	said	not	all	the	blame	for	a	mediocre	
first-period	performance	could	be	handed	
to	the	referees.
	 “They	(the	officials)	were	giving	us	a	
hard	time,”	Eccles	said,	“but	it	was	for	a	
couple	different	reasons.	It	could	have	been	
passed	history,	the	way	we’ve	performed	on	
the	ice	and	treated	the	refs,	and	secondly,	
after	something	was	called,	we	had	to	add	
to	it.	We	had	one	player	that	ended	up	get-
ting	another	penalty	after	we’d	already	
been	called	on	one.”
	 Despite	surrendering	many	penalties,	
USU’s	penalty	killers	did	an	excellent	job	of	
outlasting	the	Pioneers.	Denver	only	con-
verted	once	on	the	power-play	goal	in	the	
entire	game,	and	Eccles	was	quick	to	point	
out	the	effectiveness	of	his	team’s	power-
play	defense.
	 “Our	penalty	kills	were	good,”	Eccles	
said.	“They	scored	only	one	time,	and	they	
didn’t	even	score	on	the	5-on-3’s.	We	just	
need	to	be	a	little	more	disciplined	and	
stay	focused	on	the	game,	because	we	were	
the	better	team.	There’s	no	doubt.	When	
we	were	clicking	on	all	cylinders,	they	
couldn’t	stop	us.”
	 Eccles	also	attributed	part	of	the	Aggies’	
difficulties	to	missed	opportunities	in	that	
first	period.
	 “It	wasn’t	the	refs	that	did	us	in,”	
Eccles	said.	“The	first	period	really	hurt	
us	because	we	squandered	opportunities	
where	we	could	have	scored	more	goals.	We	
had	several	chances	to	score	with	missed	
open	nets.	Just	a	bad	bounce	on	the	puck	
when	it	was	rolling,	so	it	wasn’t	perfect.	
But	we	have	to	finish	those	opportunities,	
especially	when	we	create	them.”				
	 USU	cleaned	up	its	act	after	the	first	
period.	No	penalties	were	called	on	the	
Aggies	in	the	second,	and	only	one	in	the	
third.	The	penalty	USU	committed	in	the	
third	was	inconsequential,	however,	as	a	
match	penalty	was	committed	by	Denver,	
resulting	in	two	minutes	of	4-on-4	play.	
After	two	periods,	USU	had	been	able	to	
catch	the	Pioneers	and	lock	up	the	game	
at	three	goals	apiece.	However,	Denver	
came	out	firing	in	the	third	and	the	Aggie	
defense,	which	to	that	point	had	played	
excellent	hockey,	couldn’t	hold	off	Denver	
and	surrendered	the	game-winning	goal	at	
the	16:00	mark.
	 USU	has	managed	to	fill	this	weekend’s	
scheduling	hole.	Originally,	USU	was	
scheduled	to	play	UVU	this	weekend,	but	
since	the	Wolverines	folded,	BYU	filled	in.	
The	Aggies	will	visit	the	Peaks	Arena	in	
Provo	on	Friday,	Feb.	12,	and	will	return	
to	Logan	on	Saturday,	Feb.	13,	to	play	the	
Cougars	at	the	Eccles	Ice	Center.	The	puck	
drops	at	7:05	p.m.
– la.hem@aggiemail.usu.edu
Hockey wins blowout Friday, stumbles Saturday at Denver
By landon hemsley
sports senior writer
					 The	Lady	Techsters	of	Louisiana	Tech	were	
too	much	for	the	Aggies	at	home	on	Saturday	
afternoon,	74-52,	giving	USU	its	sixth	Western	
Athletic	Conference	loss	this	season.
				Rebounds	were	key	to	the	game,	and	although	
the	Aggies	(11-11,	3-6)	outsized	La.	Tech	(15-6,	
6-3),	the	Techsters	pulled	in	20	more	boards	
than	the	Aggies,	56-36.	La.	Tech	had	21	offensive	
rebounds,	compared	to	USU’s	14,	and	35	defen-
sive	boards,	compared	to	the	Aggies’	22.
				“They’re	one	of	the	best	rebounding	teams	
in	the	nation,”	head	coach	Raegan	Pebley	said.	
“Those	two	post	players	of	La.	Tech	are	next	level	
players	and	they	are	very,	very	good	rebounders.”
				These	two	teams	last	met	for	the	first	confer-
ence	game	of	the	season	on	Jan.	6,	when	the	
Aggies	traveled	to	Ruston,	La.,	and	beat	La.	Tech	
for	the	first	time,	69-66.	With	the	loss,	USU	
drops	to	1-9	all-time	against	the	Lady	Techsters.
				Saturday’s	loss	was	the	Aggies’	sixth	loss	in	the	
last	seven	games	and	second	loss	in	a	row.
				“We	need	to	stay	confident,”	junior	forward	
Amber	White	said.	“We	still	have	everything	
we	had	early	in	the	season.	We	still	have	all	the	
tools.	We	haven’t	lost	anything.	We	just	need	
to	stay	confident	and	reach	the	goals	we	set	for	
ourselves.”
				Junior	guard	LaCale	Pringle-Buchanan	fell	one	
short	of	her	career-high	coming	off	the	bench	
with	the	game-high	17	points.
				“She’s	a	good	spark	for	us	off	the	bench,”	
Pebley	said.	“When	we	can	keep	her	out	of	foul	
trouble,	she’s	a	huge	asset	for	us.”
				White	was	the	only	other	USU	player	that	
reached	double-figures,	ending	the	night	with	10	
points.	White	has	scored	10-plus	points	in	10	of	
the	last	12	games,	17	times	this	season	and	four-
straight	games.
				Redshirt-freshman	center	Banna	Diop	had	a	
standout	game,	pulling	down	seven	offensive	
and	three	defensive	rebounds	for	a	team-high	10	
boards.	Diop	scored	nine	points	on	the	night.
				The	Ags	fell	behind,	0-7,	early	in	the	first	
half,	getting	on	the	board	four-and-a-half	min-
utes	into	the	game	with	a	Pringle-Buchanan	
3-pointer.	USU	tied	the	game	up	at	7-7	and	
jumped	ahead	for	its	only	lead	of	the	night,	11-9.	
The	Aggies	then	went	on	a	eight-minute	score-
less	drought,	allowing	the	a	15-0	run	from	the	
Techsters.	USU	went	into	the	break	down	16	
points,	22-38.
				The	second	half	began	with	senior	center	Lydia	
Whitehead	scoring	four	quick	points,	but	the	
Aggies	couldn’t	to	hold	the	momentum,	unable	
to	string	together	a	solid	scoring	rhythm.
				“It	was	deflating	for	our	offense	when	we	saw	
the	right	people	getting	the	right	shots,	and	they	
were	just	consistently	not	falling,”	Pebley	said.	
“Couple	that	with	giving	up	a	lot	of	offensive	
rebounds	to	a	very	good	rebounding	team,	you’re	
really	making	it	difficult	to	come	out	with	a	
win.”
				USU	finished	the	night	19-of-59,	32.2	percent,	
from	the	field	and	21.1	percent	(4-19)	from	
beyond	the	arch,	three	of	which	came	from	
Pringle-Buchanan.
				La.	Tech	shot	25-of-63	from	the	floor	for	39.7	
percent	and	50	percent	from	3-point	range	(7-14).
				USU’s	defense	forced	20	turnovers,	while	its	
offense	committed	15.	The	defense	also	had	six	
blocked	shots,	two	from	White	and	two	from	
senior	forward	Nicole	Johnson	who	played	for	13	
minutes.
				The	Aggies	travel	for	their	next	two	WAC	
games,	matching	up	against	San	Jose	State	on	
Thursday	and	then	Nevada	on	Saturday.	USU’s	
next	home	game	comes	against	the	Fresno	State	
Bulldogs	on	Wednesday,	Feb.	15,	at	5	p.m.
				“We’ve	just	got	to	be	ready	to	have	each	and	
every	one	of	our	players	play	to	the	upper	level	
of	their	ability,”	Pebley	said.	“This	is	a	very	com-
petitive	league.	Fresno	State	is	the	only	one	right	
now	that	is	able	to	come	close	to	guaranteeing	
victories,	otherwise	everybody	beats	each	other.	
We	have	to	go	into	each	game	with	our	game	
plan	and	be	confident	and	take	advantage	of	
every	possession	we	can.”
– c.h.j@aggiemail.usu.edu
La Tech women get revenge on Lady Aggies Saturday
By Connor Jones
sports editor
LACALE PRINGLE-BUCHANAN scored a game-high 17 points, but it wasn’t enough as the Aggie 
women ended on the short end of a WAC grudge match versus Louisiana Tech. PETE SMITHSUTH photo
	
	
	
	
	
	 Utah	State	track	and	field	trav-
eled	to	Albuquerque,	N.M.,	to	
compete	in	a	two-day	meet	last	
weekend.	After	two	great	weekends	
on	the	road,	the	Aggies	got	mixed	
results	from	the	New	Mexico	
Classic	indoor	track	meet.	There	
were	not	as	many	top-place	finishes	
as	there	have	been	in	prior	meets,	
but	playeres	who	finished	in	the	
top	had	strong	showings.
	 For	the	Aggie	women	there	were	
seven	top-five	finishes.	Senior	
Ashlee	Cannon	had	a	good	week-
end,	placing	third	in	the	60m	
hurdles,	with	a	time	of	8.62.	She	
also	placed	high	in	the	200m	dash,	
tabbing	a	fifth-place	finish	and	a	
time	of	25.07.	
	 Freshman	Bailee	Whitworth	
also	did	well	in	the	200m	dash,	
with	a	time	of	25.01	and	a	fourth-
place	finish.	In	the	one-mile	run,	
the	women	had	two	top-place	fin-
ishes:	fourth	place	freshman	Jessie	
Chugg,	with	a	time	of	5:07.75	and	
second	place	junior	Erin	Stratton,	
with	a	time	of	5:05.57.
	 The	Aggies	also	finished	high	
in	the	field	events,	with	freshman	
Carli	Campbell’s	second-place	
finish	in	the	high	jump	of	1.68m	
and	Spella	Hus’s	fifth-place	finish	
in	the	shot	put,	with	a	distance	of	
14.60m.
	 Aggie	men	were	able	to	acquire	
five	top-five	finishes	at	this	meet.	
Junior	Mike	Pyrtle	was	able	to	
pull	off	a	first-place	finish	in	the	
60m	dash,	with	a	time	of	6.69.	In	
the	60m	hurdles,	senior	Dylan	
Nielson	place	third,	with	a	time	of	
8.09.	The	Aggies’	4-by-400	meter	
relay	team	had	a	strong	race,	with	
a	fourth-place	finish	and	a	time	of	
3:20.88.
	 In	the	field	events,	Aggie	men	
had	two	top-five	finishes.	Junior	
Clint	Silcock	had	another	first-
place	finish	in	the	high	jump,	clear-
ing	a	height	of	2.14m.	In	the	weight	
throw,	junior	Joe	Canavan	placed	
third,	with	a	distance	of	8.16m.
	 The	USU	track	and	field	team	
showed	strong	resolve	in	a	tough	
track	meet	in	New	Mexico.	The	
Aggies	head	to	Boise,	Idaho,	to	
compete	in	the	Boise	State	Open	on	
Feb.	17.
– t.g.s@aggiemail.usu.edu
Track and field has mixed results at New Mexico Classic
By Tyrel sKInner
staff writer
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	 USU	men’s	tennis	completed	
two	days	of	competition	this	
weekend	in	Boise,	Idaho,	and	will	
face	off	with	Lewis-Clark	State	
on	Friday	and	then	Boise	State	on	
Saturday.
	 Men’s	tennis	(2-2)	was	bumped	
up	to	3-2	on	Friday,	as	the	team	
dominated	Lewis-Clark	State,	7-0,	
at	the	Boise	Racquet	and	Swim	
Club.
	 The	Ags	swept	all	six	points	in	
the	singles	competition.	Junior	
Nikita	Ryashchenko,	at	No.	6,	
won	his	singles	match	6-3,	6-3.	
Senior	Amit	Maharaj,	at	No.	5,	
won	6-1,	6-3;	and	Alex	Thatcher	
won	at	6-3,	6-0	as	the	No.	4	
player.	Sven	Poslusny	defeated	the	
Warrior’s	Benjamin	Robert	after	
three	matches,	6-3,	3-6	and	10-6.	
Jakob	Asplund,	USU’s	No.	1	sin-
gles	and	doubles	player,	defeated	
the	Warrior’s	Oliver	Sindavigaya,	
6-1,	6-4.	His	singles	record	is	now	
4-2	this	season.
	 The	doubles	point	was	won	
with	a	victory	in	all	three	posi-
tions.	At	the	No.	1	doubles	spot,	
juniors	Asplund	and	Bryan	
Marchant	defeated	LCSU’s	Ivan	
Krijanto	and	Robert,	8-2.	The	
No.	2	position	was	won	by	USU’s	
freshman	Poslusny	and	senior	
Amit	Maharaj,	continuing	their	
winning	streak	8-6.	Poslunsy	and	
Maharaj	are	on	a	four-match	win-
ning	streak.	Completing	the	third	
win,	at	the	No.	3	spot,	was	junior		
Ryashchenko	and	sophomore	
Nate	Ballam,	who	repressed	the	
Warrior’s	Jeff	Lowdnes	and	Zhia	
Hwa	Chong,	8-0.
	 “Good	team.	They	played	
pretty	well,”	head	coach	Christian	
Wright	said	of	his	team’s	win	over	
LCSU.
	 On	Saturday,	against	Boise	
State,	USU	got	its	first	Western	
Athletic	Conference	action.	USU	
lost	4-3,	winning	No.	4,	No.	5	and	
No.	6,	but	nothing	else.
	 Wright,	disappointed,	called	
the	match	a	“tough	loss,”	but	said	
the	men	did	well,	given	that	Boise	
State	is	a	nationally	ranked	team,	
No.	29.
	 Wright	said	the	team	will	
push	forward	and	work	hard	for	
its	next	match	Feb.	17,	against	
Weber.	The	team	will	then	play	
Mesa	State	at	home	Feb.	20.
	 “We	will	continue	to	improve	
our	singles	players	and	our	
doubles	teams	over	the	next	few	
weeks,”	Wright	said.
	 The	singles	matches	came	
close,	but	USU	could	not	over-
throw	the	Broncos.	Junior	Alex	
Thatcher	beat	BSU’s	Freddu	
Walsh,	3-6,	6-3,	7-6,	at	the	No.	
5	spot.	Boise’s	Michael	Gilliand	
was	defeated	by	USU’s	Majaraj,	
7-6,	6-1,	and	Rvashchenko,	in	the	
sixth	position,	beat	Bronco’s	Nick	
Gourley,	7-5,	6-3.	USU	lost	the	
first,	second	and	third	position	
matches.
	 Boise	State	won	all	three	
doubles	matches,	earning	the	
doubles	points.	BSU’s	James	
Meridith	and	Harry	Skinner	beat	
Asplund	and	Marchant	8-6	in	
the	No.	1.	Poslusny	and	Marahaj	
were	defeated	by	Hodel	and	
Mullen,	8-7	in	the	second	spot,	
and	Ryashchenko	and	Ballam	lost	
to	BSU’s	Gillian	and	Gourdley	in	
third	spot,	8-0,	finishing	out	the	
match.
	 The	loss	to	the	Broncos	was	the	
second	upset	bid	by	the	Aggies	
to	fall	short	by	a	4-3	final	in	the	
past	two	weeks.	USU	fell	to	then	
No.	51	ranked	Utah	on	Jan.	24	
despite	a	strong	start	to	that	
match	in	winning	the	doubles	
point.
	 Against	Boise	State,	the	Aggies’	
split	of	the	singles	pairings	left	
the	end	result	to	be	decided	by	
the	doubles	match-ups,	two	of	
which	USU	came	within	just	two	
games	of	victory.
	 The	loss	in	doubles	by	the	duo	
of	Poslusny	and	Maharaj	was	just	
the	second	loss	in	doubles	play	
for	that	pair	during	the	winter	
season.	Prior	to	Boise	State,	that	
pair	had	one	five	matches	in	a	
row,	with	the	only	other	loss	on	
the	season	coming	in	the	opener	
on	the	road	against	Brigham	
Young	University.
	 The	team’s	season	record	is	
now	even	at	3-3,	with	Poslusny	
still	in	the	lead	for	his	singles	
record,	at	5-3.
– kayla.clark@aggiemail.usu.edu
Men’s tennis splits weekend versus Lewis-Clark, Boise State
By Kayla ClarK
staff writer
	 The	injury	bug	has	been	preying	on	
the	Utah	State	women’s	gymnastics	team	
all	season.	Last	Friday	night,	he	brought	
friends.
	 The	Aggies	finished	third	in	a	tri-meet	
hosted	by	Brigham	Young	University	and	
may	have	lost	two	more	gymnasts	in	the	
process.	No.	20	Denver	posted	a	195.050,	
BYU	followed	with	a	194.975,	and	the	
Aggies	ended	with	a	190.475.
	 Referencing	his	team’s	injury	woes,	
which	included	losing	star	freshman	
Amelia	Montoya	to	a	hip	f lexor	last	week,	
USU	head	coach	Jeff	Richards	said,	“We	
kind	of	went	in	already	in	a	fighting	mode.	
We	lost	a	couple	kids	after	the	last	meet.	
A	few	of	the	kids	stepped	up	this	week	(in	
practice)	and	had	really	done	well.”
	 Once	again,	however,	misfortune	reared	
its	ugly	head.
	 “Right	after	they	marched	out	and	intro-
duced	the	teams,	Brandie	Dickson	rolled	
her	ankle,”	Richards	said.	“We	were	out	
one	kid	there	before	we	started	the	meet,	
so	that	was	kind	of	a	bummer.”
	 Richards	believes	Dickson,	a	sophomore,	
broke	her	ankle,	a	potentially	devastating	
blow	for	an	already	depleted	USU	roster.	
Aggie	adversity	continued	during	the	meet,	
as	well,	when	junior	Lyndsie	Boone	came	
up	short	landing	her	vault.	Richards	said	
Boone,	who	had	increased	the	difficulty	
on	the	vault,	“tweaked	her	knee”	and	was	
scheduled	to	have	an	MRI	Saturday.
	 Aggie	sophomore	Chelsea	Marquadt	
also	came	up	short	on	her	landing,	after	
increasing	the	difficulty	of	her	vault,	but	
Richards	said	she	would	be	OK.
	 Richards	said	gymnasts	know	they	are	
taking	a	risk	any	time	they	increase	the	dif-
ficulty	of	an	event.
	 “You	take	your	chance,	and	it’s	kind	of	
go	big	or	go	home,”	he	said.
	 In	light	of	the	bevy	of	recent	injuries,	
Richards	was	pleased	with	the	effort	of	his	
team.
	 “All	in	all,	we	were	feeling	really	happy	
with	how	the	kids	competed.	This	young	
team	has	really	learned	how	to	calm	their	
nerves	and	fight.	They’ve	really	stepped	
up	and	been	able	to	handle	the	pressure,”	
Richards	said.
	 One	such	fighter	was	Heather	Heinrich,	
the	lone	senior	on	the	Aggie	squad.	
Heinrich	finished	with	a	team-best	and	
season-high	38.675	in	the	all-around.	
Heinrich’s	performance	was	highlighted	by	
scores	of	9.750	on	f loor	and	9.700	on	the	
uneven	bars.
	 Heinrich	has	now	posted	season	highs	
in	the	all-around	in	consecutive	meets,	and	
Richards	believes	the	co-captain	will	con-
tinue	to	improve.
	 “She’s	been	really	trying	to	focus	on	fix-
ing	the	little	things,”	Richards	said.	“She’s	
really	capable	of	being	a	39.200	(in	the	
all-around).	She	realizes	it	now,	and	she’s	
getting	more	and	more	confident	with	her	
skills.”
	 Richards	continually	praised	his	team’s	
effort	and	grit,	mentioning	the	contribu-
tions	of	sophomore	Haley	Hogan	and	fresh-
man	Amanda	Watamaniuk.	Hogan	com-
peted	on	bars	for	the	first	time	all	season,	
posting	a	9.650,	while	Watamaniuk	posted	
her	first	official	score	of	the	season	on	
f loor,	also	notching	a	9.650.	As	a	result	of	
the	injuries,	both	gymnasts	also	competed	
in	the	all-around	for	the	first	time	this	sea-
son.
	 Amid	the	injuries,	Richards	said	he	
stressed	the	importance	of	its	depth	to	his	
team.
	 “Losing	some	of	our	key	players,	we	were	
like,	‘Look,	we’re	not	out	of	this,’”	Richards	
said.	“I	think	they	started	to	believe	that	
themselves.	You	could	just	see	that	they	
were	believing	that	–	‘we’re	not	done.’”
	 The	Aggies	finished	the	meet	with	
scores	of	47.575	on	bars,	47.250	on	beam,	a	
season-high,	and	much	needed,	48.550	on	
f loor	and	a	47.150	on	vault.
	 After	facing	ranked	opponents	in	three	
consecutive	meets,	USU	will	now	prepare	
for	what	should	be	its	toughest	opponent	
of	the	season,	No.	3	University	of	Utah.	The	
Aggies	square	off	against	the	Red	Rocks	
Friday	night	in	Salt	Lake	City,	and	Richards	
hopes	to	see	the	same	passion	and	fight	his	
team	exhibited	in	Provo.
	 “After	the	meet	I	told	the	team,	‘Look,	
we’re	not	done,’”	he	said.	“I	know	it	looks	
thin	right	now,	but	we	have	(injured)	kids	
that	are	not	necessarily	out	for	the	season.	
We	are	going	to	have	to	keep	fighting	–	we	
stay	positive.”
– dan.fawson@aggiemail.usu.edu
By dan FaWson
staff writer
Injuries piling up as gymnastics finishes third at BYU
UTAH STATE’S BRYAN MARCHANT chases a ball during a doubles match against the University of Utah earlier this season. The 
Aggies fell just short of an upset victory over No. 29 Boise State on Saturday. Photo courtesy of THE DAILY UTAH CHRONICLE 
job	in	the	week	they	had	
to	prepare	for	us,”	Morrill	
said.	“Their	game	plan	was	
good.	They	were	excited	to	
be	here,	and	I	thought	they	
came	into	the	Spectrum	and	
played	really	well.	So	I’m	
happy	to	get	a	win.”	
	 When	the	Aggies	traveled	
to	Reno,	Nev.,	earlier	to	face	
the	Wolf	Pack,	the	Aggie	big	
men	struggled	greatly	and	
it	was	the	Aggie	perimeter	
players	that	won	the	game.	
This	time	Wesley	wanted	to	
make	sure	that	wasn’t	the	
case.	The	Aggies	finished	
the	night	with	30	points	in	
the	paint.
	 “I	felt	like	the	last	time	
we	played	them,	I	got	my	
stuff	blocked,	I	got	my	stuff	
beat,”	Wesley	said.	“I	was	
just	really	frustrated,	espe-
cially	the	first	half.	So,	I	felt	
like	tonight	I	wanted	to	go	
out	and	score	the	ball,	score	
it	in	the	post,	and	be	a	phys-
ical	strong	inside	presence.	
I	looked	to	do	that	from	the	
start	of	the	game.”
	 The	Aggies	now	head	on	
the	road	where	they	will	
face	the	Boise	State	Broncos	
on	Thursday,	Feb.	11,	and	
the	San	Jose	State	Spartans	
on	Saturday,	Feb.	13.	The	
Broncos	are	currently	in	
eighth	place	in	the	WAC	
with	a	2-8	conference	record	
and	a	11-12	record	overall.	
The	Aggies	defeated	the	
Broncos	in	the	Spectrum,	
81-59,	on	Jan.	16.	The	
Broncos	recently	fell	to	the	
Idaho	Vandals	at	home,	79-
55.		With	Thursday’s	game	
against	Boise	State,	Morrill	
with	pass	E.	Lowell	Romney	
for	most	games	coached	in	
Aggie	basketball	history.
– ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu
Aggies Win: Still	first	place
  -continued from page 9
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Another Super Bowl come and gone and once again another downhill year for the ads.
 With 30-second commercials during the big 
game coming at an average price of $2.7 million, 
can we really expect the commercials to blow 
our socks off?
 Personally, I feel the commercials have been 
on a gradual slide for at least five years. When 
you need a bathroom break or a quick beer run, 
it used to be that you’d try to go during the game 
so as not to miss the commercials. Now the com-
mercials aren’t that impressive. 
Here’s my personal top-five Superbowl ads in 
the last 18 years (I can’t remember commercials 
from before I was five) and my reasoning.
 5 - Wazzzzzzup (2000) - As annoying as this 
word became and as stupid as all the “sequels” 
were, I thought this was a decent commercial. 
Everyone laughed and people used this word for 
a long time. It even got TV show and movie time 
in “The Office” and “Scary Movie.”
 4 - Jordan vs. Bird (1993) - This classic 
McDonald’s commercial has two of the greatest 
players that ever played on the court, battling it 
out for a Big Mac and fries. A game of horse that 
I would gladly pay to see.
 3 - Herding Cats (2001) - Who thought of this? 
And even though I don’t really understand what 
it has to do with EDS or even who EDS is, I loved 
the commercial. These tough-looking cowboys 
talked about how much they love herding cats, 
comparing wounds and driving the cats across 
the streams. It’s just a solid commercial and it 
would be higher on my list if I knew what it was 
advertising.
 2 - Terry Tate Office Linebacker (2003) - This 
commercial was just great. It made me laugh 
every time it came on. The boss decided to hire 
Terry Tate to make his employees more produc-
tive and enforce office rules. Tate does just that 
by tackling employees for drinking the last of the 
coffee without making more – “you kill the joe, 
you make some mo’e” – taking too long on their 
breaks, faxing without a coversheet and play-
ing solitude during work hours. The hits in this 
Reebok commercial were probably harder than 
any hits laid down during this 2003 Super Bowl 
between the Tampa Bay Bucks and the Oakland 
Raiders.
 1 - Bud-wise-er (1995) - Three frogs hang-
ing out in their swamp near a Bayou-Bar in the 
boondocks of Louisiana. This classic commercial 
makes my list for a plethora of reason. It was 
simple, not melt your face off explosions or crazy 
stunts, just a simple seven shots commercial that 
made the product clear. Another reason it made 
my list was the way it caught on. Kids were saying 
“Bud-wise-er” for weeks, if not months, after this 
aired.
 I guess the general lesson is that Super Bowl 
ads aren’t getting better and with the compa-
nies pouring so much money into the time slot, 
I doubt they’re super eager to fork out another 
huge paycheck for the production cost.
Super Bowl ads didn’t 
live up to expectations
OurView
Dear Editor,
	 On	Wednesday	Jan.	27,	in	an	article	titled	
“Campus	may	see	Redbox	machines	in	future,”	
the	Statesman	reported	that	ASUSU	was	working	
with	Facilities	to	install	new	trash	cans	on	campus.	
Normally	this	would	not	have	caught	my	attention,	
except	it	was	reported	that	it	could	cost	up	to	$2,000	
per	can.	When	I	contacted	ASUSU	on	the	matter,	I	
was	told	not	to	worry	because	“the	funds	would	not	
come	from	student	fees.”	Well	naturally	I	wondered	
who	would	be	paying	for	these	trash	receptacles.	
I	was	informed	the	money	would	come	from	
ASUSU’s	Capital	and	Support	fund.	With	a	little	
research,	I	discovered	that	this	fund	is	provided	for	
by	state	appropriated	funds.
	 Ironically,	on	the	Monday,	Feb.	1,	the	Statesman	
ran	a	story	titled	“USU	may	face	more	budget	cuts.”	
In	the	article	ASUSU	urged	students	across	campus	
to	write	our	state	legislators	and	ask	them	not	to	cut	
the	USU	budget	anymore.	They	also	alluded	to	the	
idea	that	more	cuts	will	lead	to	major’s	getting	cut	
from	the	school.
	 Having	laid	all	this	out,	I	am	left	asking,	What	
do	I	want	to	see	more	of	next	semester?	More	trash	
cans	or	more	faculty	and	education?	As	hard	as	this	
decision	is,	I	must	admit	I	would	much	rather	hold	
onto	my	trash	for	an	extra	couple	of	minutes	than	
see	more	educational	programs	cut.	As	such,	I	have	
three	short	suggestions:
	 1.	 Before	ASUSU	officers	asks	for	more	tax-
payers’	dollars,	they	quit	their	own	needless	spend-
ing.	If	the	best	they	can	come	up	with	for	spending	
money	is	new	trash	cans,	maybe	they	don’t	need	all	
the	funds	they	are	granted	annually.
	 2.	 USU	President	Stan	Albrecht	looks	for	
more	ways	to	cut	needless	spending	around	cam-
pus.	It	may	only	be	a	drop	in	the	bucket,	but	when	
education	is	getting	cut,	every	little	bit	counts.
	 3.	 We	all	hold	on	to	our	trash	until	we	come	
to	the	nearest	already-in-place	trash	can	where	we	
can	then	deposit	our	refuse.
	 I	looked	online	to	see	what	a	$2,000	trash	can	
looks	like,	and	while	I	must	admit	the	Super-Deluxe	
Milan	Series	looked	very	nice,	I	don’t	think	we	
really	need	it.	So	before	we	go	asking	for	more	from	
generous	Utah	taxpayers,	let’s	cut	the	garbage,	liter-
ally	and	stop	wasting	money	for	needless	causes.	
Jedediah Bigelow
ASUSU is throwing 
money away
Letters to 
the editor •
A public forumForumLetters
On	Tuesday,	the	Defense	Department	unveiled	its	“don’t	ask,	don’t	tell”	reform	plan.	The	strategy	is	simple:	slow	progress	toward	ending	a	policy,	and	repealing	a	law,	that	
doesn’t	work.
	 The	idea	is	to	modify	enforcement	of	“don’t	ask,	don’t	tell”	by,	
among	other	measures,	disallowing	certain	third-party	“outings”	
from	being	used	against	gay	troops.	New	rules	may	also	require	
that	a	two-star	officer	approve	any	discharge.	Depending	on	
how	they’re	applied,	these	changes	could	mean	the	beginning	of	
officially	tolerated	service	by	known	gays	and	lesbians.	In	some	
cases,	gay	troops	could	be	honest	with	their	peers,	who	could	not	
rat	them	out	to	a	commander.
	 But	a	failed	policy	will	still	be	in	place;	66,000	gay,	lesbian	
and	bisexual	troops	will	continue	to	serve	in	fear	of	needless	dis-
charge,	and	the	U.S.	could	still	be	forced	to	fire	soldiers,	sailors,	
airmen	and	Marines	it	can	ill	afford	to	lose.
	 The	strategy	for	dealing	with	that	reality?	A	year	of	further	
study.	The	problem	is,	the	issue	has	been	studied	for	half	a	cen-
tury.	“Further	study”	is	nothing	but	a	delaying	tactic.	It	only	gives	
political	obstructionists	and	moral	opponents	of	equality	for	gays	
the	chance	to	sow	doubt	and	fear	in	an	effort	to	derail	reform.
According	to	poll	data,	most	Americans	agree	that	“don’t	ask,	
don’t	tell”	is	unjust	and	should	end.	But	many	people	don’t	grasp	
that	the	17-year-old	policy	is	not	just	unfair,	it	is	a	colossal	failure	
that	harms	military	“cohesion	and	readiness,”	the	very	thing	it	is	
‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’ 
should end now
-See GAYS, page 13
Although	the	federal	govern-ment	controls	less	than	10	percent	of	public	school	
funding,	President	Barack	Obama	
is	using	that	lever	to	transform	
education	in	America.
	 The	$4	billion	Race	to	the	Top	
grant	program,	the	largest	pool	
of	money	ever	available	for	school	
reform,	laid	out	some	of	his	ideas	
for	fixing	failing	schools	and	
holding	educators	accountable.	
This	week’s	announcement	of	the	
Education	Department	budget	_	
and	proposed	changes	to	the	con-
troversial	No	Child	Left	Behind	
Act	_	show	that	Obama	also	aims	
to	create	a	system	that	will	allow	
the	U.S.	economy	to	remain	com-
petitive.
Congress	should	work	swiftly	
to	pass	this	new	version	of	No	
Child	Left	Behind	before	August,	
when	election-year	politics	will	
eliminate	any	chance	of	an	honest	
debate.
The	law	has	done	some	good	
things,	including	exposing	
the	pervasive	achievement	gap	
between	rich	and	poor	and	white	
and	minority	students	and	mak-
ing	progress	toward	closing	it.
	 But	many	educators	and	
parents	despise	its	rigid	focus	
on	math	and	reading,	as	well	as	
the	“adequate	yearly	progress”	
standard	that	penalizes	too	many	
schools.	Its	pass-fail	formulation	
could	label	a	school	as	failing	if	
even	a	tiny	subgroup	of	students	
didn’t	improve	enough.
	 Education	Secretary	Arne	
Duncan	said	he	would	make	sig-
nificant	changes	on	both	fronts.	
That	should	be	welcomed.
	 Details	are	still	being	formu-
lated,	but	testing	will	likely	be	
broadened	to	include	more	areas,	
like	science	and	critical	think-
ing.	This	is	crucial	because	of	the	
outsize	influence	of	standardized	
tests	on	curriculum	today;	the	
phrase	“teaching	to	the	test”	may	
become	a	respectable	goal	rather	
than	an	epithet.
	 The	adequate	yearly	progress	
standard	will	be	scrapped,	and	
schools	would	be	graded	on	
whether	their	students	are	“college	
and	career	ready.”	Representatives	
from	48	states	are	developing	a	
rigorous	set	of	national	guide-
lines	to	explain	what	that	phrase	
means.	These	guidelines	would	
eliminate	the	problem	of	some	
states	setting	low	standards	that	
could	always	be	reached,	while	
others	–	including	California	–	set	
higher	standards.
	 This	seems	far	more	likely	to	
help	students	succeed,	with	or	
without	college,	and	to	provide	
employers	with	the	kind	of	work-
ers	who	meet	their	needs.
The	details	are	crucial.	These	new	
national	standards	can’t	lower	the	
bar	for	California	students,	for	
instance.
	 Obama	and	Duncan	want	to	
move	quickly	on	reform,	so	some	
of	their	proposals	are	untested.	
This	is	the	case	with	several	of	the	
prescribed	pathways	for	reforming	
a	failing	school	in	the	Race	to	the	
Top	grant	competition.
	 But	they	want	to	try	strategies	
to	see	what	works.	That’s	why	they	
required	states	applying	for	Race	
to	the	Top	funds	to	allow	districts	
to	use	test	scores	to	evaluate	teach-
ers.	If	some	ideas	prove	ineffective,	
presumably	they	will	be	scrapped.
	 No	Child	Left	Behind	set	
admirable	but	unworkable	goals.	
The	proposed	changes	will	keep	
the	bar	high	while	creating	a	cur-
riculum	suited	to	a	21st	century	
economy.
This column first ran in the Feb. 
4 edition of The San Jose Mercury 
News.
Obama trying to transform 
education in America
Sound Off
Leave your 
comments 
on the sto-
ries and 
columns 
you find in 
The Utah 
Statesman at 
aggietown-
square.com
Summer Job 
Fair
Representatives from summer camps, resorts, parks 
and on-campus employers will be attending the 
Summer Job Fair. This gives students an excellent 
chance to explore job opportunities. The 
representatives will have various information and 
applications available. Many employers interview the 
day of the fair. 
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 9am-2pm
Taggart Ctr., Sunburst Lounge
We buy, sell, & trade books!
753-5367
1766 Blacksmith Court (400 W) access from 1700 S
See Map at jensonbooksonline.com
Mon-Fri 10-8, Sat 10-6
Jenson Books
Over 25,000 books & more arriving daily!
Bring this coupon in for your choice 
of  1 FREE BOOK, DVD, or CD!
No strings attached, bring in a coupon & walk out with one item of  your choice. 
Limit one coupon per visit.
Downloading
to laptops 
is what we do best.
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supposed to protect. The insis-
tence by opponents of reform, 
such as John McCain, that 
the policy is a “success,” that 
it is “working well,” reflects a 
profound detachment from the 
situation on the ground.
 For starters, two-thirds 
of military members already 
know or suspect that there 
are gays in their units, so the 
policy has failed to achieve 
even its most basic goal: to pro-
tect morale and cohesion by 
shielding straight troops from 
knowledge of gay troops.
The policy has also failed to 
preserve desperately needed 
skilled personnel. Since the 
law’s inception, roughly 13,500 
gay, lesbian and bisexual 
service members have been 
discharged. According to the 
Government Accountability 
Office, nearly 800 of them had 
“critical skills,” including more 
than 60 Arabic speakers. In 
the meantime, the military has 
granted an increasing number 
of “moral waivers” to ex-con-
victs and drug abusers to fill 
slots in a force stretched thin 
by two wars.
 According to the military’s 
own studies, the policy (not 
the presence of gays) is under-
mining trust and integrity 
in the force by mandating 
dishonesty, a point reiterated 
Tuesday by Adm. Michael G. 
Mullen, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and by my own 
research, in which I spoke with 
hundreds of gay and straight 
troops who confirmed that 
finding.
 Finally, according to analy-
ses by the Williams Institute 
at UCLA, every year tens of 
millions of taxpayer dollars are 
wasted on enforcing this policy 
and training replacements for 
fired soldiers.
 The Pentagon’s hesitant 
roll toward repeal makes sense 
only if a case can be made that, 
as bad as “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
is, the path out of it is best trod 
slowly. Is this the case?
 Research on institutional 
change, including our own 
military’s experience with 
racial integration, answers 
this question clearly. The two 
most important factors in a 
transition like this are decisive 
leadership and a single code 
of conduct for all personnel. A 
major study by the Rand Corp. 
in 1993 found that openly gay 
service could work well, but 
it would be important for the 
senior military leadership to 
throw their weight behind it.
The 500-page study said that a 
successful new policy must be 
“decided upon and implement-
ed as quickly as possible” to 
avoid anxiety and uncertainty 
in the field. Finally, it said that 
“fast and pervasive change 
will signal commitment to the 
(new) policy,” while “incremen-
tal changes would likely be 
viewed as experimental” and 
weaken compliance.
 Rand’s research has been 
borne out in foreign militar-
ies that have lifted their bans. 
In the 1990s, court rulings in 
Canada and Britain mandated 
that gay troops be allowed to 
serve openly; the transitions 
were implemented quickly. The 
Ministry of Defense in Britain 
hailed a transformation in its 
ranks with “no discernible 
impact” on lowering cohesion 
or morale.
 In the face of such research 
and experience, why is the 
military – and the Obama 
administration – trying to 
move slowly? Certainly politi-
cal considerations and the 
moral opposition of many in 
the military community play a 
role, along with the slow grind 
of legislative realities. But the 
president has the authority to 
invoke his “stop-loss” power 
to bring discharges to a halt 
overnight, and it would be bet-
ter for national security and 
individual troops if he would 
use it.
 It is heartening to see move-
ment toward ending the policy. 
If the Defense Department’s 
changes are adopted, they 
must be implemented deci-
sively to ensure success. Better 
yet, it should move decisively 
to end the policy once and for 
all.
Nathaniel Frank is the author of 
“Unfriendly Fire: How the Gay 
Ban Undermines the Military 
and Weakens America” and is a 
senior research fellow at the Palm 
Center at UC Santa Barbara. He 
wrote this column for the Feb. 4 
edition of The Los Angeles Times.
Gays: Serving in the U.S. military 
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	 The	620-megawatt	plant,	
which	was	almost	complete,	is	
being	built	to	produce	energy	
primarily	using	natural	gas.	
Santostefano	said	workers	for	
the	construction	company,	
O&G	Industries,	were	purging	
the	gas	lines,	a	procedure	he	
called	a	“blow-down,”	when	
the	explosion	occurred.
	 The	building	was	still	
standing,	but	the	blast	blew	
out	the	sheet	metal	that	covers	
its	sides.
	 Lynn	Hawley,	54,	of	
Hartland,	Conn.,	told	The	
Associated	Press	that	her	son,	
Brian	Hawley,	36,	is	a	pipefit-
ter	at	the	plant.	He	called	her	
from	his	cell	phone	to	say	he	
was	being	rushed	to	Middlesex	
Hospital.
	 “He	really	couldn’t	say	what	
happened	to	him,”	she	said.	
“He	was	in	a	lot	of	pain,	and	
they	got	him	into	surgery	as	
quickly	as	possible.”
	 She	said	he	had	a	broken	
leg	and	was	expected	to	sur-
vive.
	 Officials	had	not	released	
the	conditions	of	the	other	
injured	people	by	Sunday	
evening,	although	they	said	
at	least	a	dozen	people	had	
injuries	ranging	from	minor	to	
very	serious.
	 The	thundering	blast	shook	
houses	for	miles.
and	avoid	road	travel	once	the	
operation	starts.
	 The	Taliban	were	not	pre-
venting	villagers	from	leaving	
but	were	digging	trenches	and	
carrying	in	new	heavy	weap-
ons	on	motorbikes.
	 Many	people	were	afraid	
to	leave	their	fields	and	brave	
the	bad	winter	roads,	villagers	
said.
	 Ghulan	Nabi,	a	wheat	and	
poppy	farmer	with	seven	
children	in	Marjah,	said	his	
family	planned	to	leave	soon	
and	wait	out	the	offensive	in	a	
nearby	district.
	 “We	have	a	good	house,	a	
nice	life,	but	now	I	will	have	to	
rent	a	home,”	he	said.	“But	we	
want	peace	and	security.	We	
don’t	care	who	comes	here.	
We	just	want	peace	in	our	vil-
lage.”
	 If	the	U.S.	and	NATO	
strategy	is	to	succeed	in	
Afghanistan,	they	also	need	
to	train	Afghan	government	
forces	to	take	over	their	own	
security	so	the	international	
troops	can	eventually	with-
draw.	But	relations	between	
foreign	and	Afghan	forces	
have	often	been	uneasy.
	 In	a	sign	of	those	strains,	
NATO-led	forces	said	Sunday	
they	had	arrested	a	deputy	
provincial	police	chief	they	
accused	of	helping	insurgents	
place	roadside	bombs	north	of	
Kabul.
	 Officials	in	Kapisa	prov-
ince	defended	Attaullah	
Wahab,	saying	he	was	an	hon-
est	and	good	officer.
	 NATO	said	Wahab	was	
arrested	Friday	in	the	Kapisa	
provincial	capital	of	Mahmud-
i-Raqi	for	involvement	in	the	
storage,	distribution	and	
planting	of	roadside	bombs	as	
well	as	corruption	related	to	
road	reconstruction.
	 Telegraphing	the	Marjah	
offensive	has	raised	concerns	
that	the	Taliban	might	plant	
more	bombs	–	known	as	
improvised	explosive	devices	
or	IEDs	–	to	inf lict	casualties	
on	the	attackers.
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Costa Rica could elect first female president
	 SAN	JOSE,	Costa	Rica	(AP)	
–	Costa	Ricans	appeared	likely	to	
elect	their	f irst	woman	president	
Sunday	as	Central	America’s	most	
politically	and	economically	stable	
country	chose	between	a	career	
politician	from	the	ruling	party	and	
an	anti-taxation	Libertarian.
	 Polls	closed	Sunday	evening	after	
a	peaceful	election	and	some	people	
still	lined	up	to	cast	their	vote	were	
turned	away.	Electoral	Tribunal	
President	Luis	Sobrado	said	partial	
results	would	come	in	several	hours.
	 Pre-election	polls	gave	a	nearly	
20-point	lead	to	Laura	Chinchilla,	
who	served	as	vice	president	under	
current	President	Oscar	Arias,	a	
Nobel	Peace	Prize	winner	and	free-
market	enthusiast.
	 “All	of	this	has	been	worth	it.	
We	are	going	to	win,	and	in	the	
first	round,”	said	Chincilla,	who	
rose	early	Sunday	to	attend	a	tra-
ditional	election-day	Mass	at	the	
Metropolitan	Cathedral.
	 Sunday’s	winner	needs	at	least	40	
percent	of	the	vote	to	avoid	an	April	
run-off.
	 Otto	Guevara,	of	the	Libertarian	
Movement	Party,	emerged	as	
Chinchilla’s	biggest	challenger.	He	
promised	to	lower	taxes,	dismantle	
monopolies	and	adopt	the	U.S.	dol-
lar	as	the	country’s	currency.
	 Otton	Solis,	who	barely	lost	the	
presidential	election	to	Arias	in	
2006,	came	in	third	in	the	opinion	
polls.	Solis	voted	early	Sunday	in	
his	southern	native	city	of	Perez	
Zeledon.
	 If	victorious,	Chinchilla	has	
pledged	to	continue	Arias’	mod-
erate	free-market	policies	that	
brought	Costa	Rica	into	the	Central	
American	Free	Trade	Agreement	
with	the	United	States	and	initiated	
trade	relations	with	China	after	a	
63-year	association	with	Taiwan.
	 But	critics	of	the	government	say	
Arias	catered	to	big	developers	to	
boost	the	economy	at	the	cost	of	the	
nation’s	fragile	ecosystems.
	 Both	Solis	and	Guevara	have	
portrayed	Arias’	centrist	National	
Liberation	Party	as	stagnant	and	
ridden	with	old-school	Latin	
American	cronyism.
	 It	was	unclear	whether	the	
National	Liberation	Party	had	the	
strength	to	win	a	legislative	major-
ity	in	Sunday’s	voting.
	 But	most	Costa	Ricans	appeared	
reluctant	to	shake	up	the	status	quo	
in	a	country	with	relatively	high	
salaries,	the	longest	life	expectancy	
in	Latin	America,	a	thriving	eco-
tourism	industry	and	near-universal	
literacy.
	 Chinchilla,	a	50-year-old	mother	
and	a	social	conservative	who	
opposes	abortion	and	gay	marriage,	
appealed	both	to	Costa	Ricans	seek-
ing	a	fresh	face	in	politics	and	those	
reluctant	to	risk	the	unknown.
	 If	Chinchilla	wins,	she	would	fol-
low	an	increasingly	common	trend	
in	many	Latin	American	countries:	
Nicaragua,	Panama,	Chile	and	
Argentina	have	all	elected	women	as	
presidents.
	 Heizel	Arias,	a	24-year-old	single	
mother	who	voted	at	a	prison	where	
she	is	serving	an	eight-year	sen-
tence	for	trying	to	smuggle	drugs	
into	a	jail,	said	she	cast	her	vote	for	
Chinchilla.
	 “I	voted	for	Laura	Chinchilla	
because	she	has	promised	to	fight	
for	women,”	Arias	said.	“All	of	us	
here	are	going	to	vote	for	Laura	
because	she	was	the	only	one	who	
visited	us	and	told	us	her	plans	and	
I	believe	in	her.”
COSTA RICA’S National Liberation Party presidential candidate Laura Chinchilla waves to supporters after voting at a 
polling station in San Jose, Sunday, Feb. 7. AP photo
Afghans: Refugees	flee	Marjah
						 -continued from page 2
Powerplant: Explosion	kills	five
						 -continued from page 2
	 “I	felt	the	house	shake,	
I	thought	a	tree	fell	on	the	
house,”	said	Middletown	resi-
dent	Steve	Clark.
	 Barrett	Robbins-Pianka,	
who	lives	about	a	mile	away	
and	has	monitored	the	project	
for	years,	said	she	was	running	
outside	and	heard	what	she	
called	“a	tremendous	boom.”
	 “I	thought	it	might	be	some	
test	or	something,	but	it	was	
really	loud,	a	definite	explo-
sion,”	she	said.
	 Work	on	the	plant	was	95	
percent	complete,	the	mayor	
said.
	 Kleen	Energy	Systems	LLC	
began	construction	on	it	in	
February	2008.	It	had	signed	a	
capacity	deal	with	Connecticut	
Light	and	Power	for	the	elec-
tricity	produced	by	the	plant,	
which	was	scheduled	to	be	
completed	by	mid-2010.
	 The	company	is	run	
by	president	and	former	
Middletown	City	Council	
member	William	Corvo.	A	
message	left	at	Corvo’s	home	
was	not	immediately	returned.	
Calls	to	Gordon	Holk,	gen-
eral	manager	of	Power	Plant	
Management	Services,	which	
has	a	contract	to	manage	the	
plant,	weren’t	immediately	
returned.
	
ment at 400N. 381 E. Call Rob 770-
3377 
Female Apartment Contract(s) For Sale
$400 for all of Spring Semester!!! Price is 
dramatically reduced! Heat Included. 
Indoor Swimming Pool and Jacuzzi! 
Townhouse Style Apartment. Located 
at 590 East Canyon Rd. in Logan. Call 
435-764-8714 or 435-764-1806. Willing 
to negotiate! 
Brooklane Apartments For Rent
Only $475 for summer contract. Private 
bedrooms, Internet, self-cleaning ov-
ens, dishwashers, etc. NS,ND,NP. Dis-
count summer/school year contract. 
See at 645 E. 900 N. in Logan or call 
753-7227. 
Business Opportunities
BUILD A REAL INCOME ONLINE
In Your Spare Time! Easy Fun Business! 
Details At: www.shopgbg.com/biz/
mbrennan 
Child Care
CCAMPIS. Get help to pay for child care! 
CCAMPIS Child Care Subsidy helps 
full time students at USU with child-
care expenses. To find out if you are 
eligible or for more information con-
tact: Chelsea Bitner @ 797-1552 or 
e-mail: childcare.help@usu.edu 
Computers & Electronics
80GB iPOD classic. 
New 80GB Black iPOD. Asking $180.
TI-83 Plus Calculator
TI-83 Plus graphing calculator is in 
prime condition, hardly used. Great 
for all your general calculus needs! I 
just need to upgrade to a higher level 
calculator for engineering. This one 
works great though. Include connec-
tion cable and instruction manual. 
iClicker for sale
Need an iClicker? I have one, and I’m 
willing to sell for $20. Contact me at 
(435) 245-0664. 
Health & Nutrition
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Did you know you can have a favorite photo from The 
Statesman made into a puzzle. Yeah. Would we kid you?
Go to www.aggietownsquare.com and click on Photo Reprints. 
Just one of a hundred things you can do at AggieTownSquare.
Electronic
Please Note
If phone numbers, e-mails or other in-
formation is missing, please see our 
complete listings at www.a-bay-usu.
com
Bicycles
Selling Bicycle
Green and white, 20 inch frame. Needs 
new tubes and a little oil, but when given 
these will function. Selling for $10. Call 
(435) 245-0664 
Textbooks
College Books and I-Clicker
For Sale: Calculus: Concepts and Contexts 
Third Edition. Use for Calculus I, II, & III. 
Great Condion! $45. Introdution to Cir-
cuit Analysis. Required for ENGR 2210. 
Excellent Condition! $110. English 2010 
required books for sale(Call for details). 
Unused I-Clicker for sale. $20. 
Textbook Wanted
I am looking for the textbook “Freeing the 
Natural Voice” by Kristen Linklauter. 
Price negotiable, but not above $30 (the 
bookstore price). If you have the book, 
please call at (435) 245-0664. 
Apartments for Rent
2 bedroom basement apartment
Nice clean two bedroom basement apart-
ild Care
Opportu ities	
Textbooks
ar m nts
B ycles
lease Note:
ealth
Utah State University • Logan, Utah • www.aggietownsquare.com
ClassifiedAds 
www.a-bay-usu.com
Sports Academy Membership with $50 ad-
vance! Take over my Sports Academy 
membership contract and I will pay the 
$15 transfer fee and the first $50 to your 
account when you transfer! Interested: 
call Ann at 757-8834 0r 787-8270 
Help Wanted
Web Designer
Looking to expand your portfolio and earn 
money at the same time? I need a few 
websites designed and am willing to pay 
for them. e-mail preferred. woodwardb@
engagetechsystems.com 
Personals
Hey David, Did you see you can do your 
taxes online at www.havetaxes.com for 
$29.95 
Hugs & Kisses Daily
Happy Hopeful Adoptive Couple seeks 
angel baby to complete family circle. 
Playing games, Singing, Dancing, Bak-
ing Cookies, Visiting Disneyland...these 
are a few of our favorite things. Contact 
sophiecat76@hotmail.com 
Services
Preserving Memories. We edit videos and 
pictures From Weddings, birthdays, 
anniversaries, family reunions, we can 
also edit your family memories from your 
camcorder. All you have to do is send 
us your pictures/movies. Contact us for 
a free estimate Check out our website 
at preservingmemoriesforlife.blogspot.
com 
email-preservingmemories2009@hotmail.
com
2297 North Main, Logan 
753-6444
    
Did You Hear 
About The 
Morgans PG-13
Daily 7:30, 9:40 
NO 9:40 on Sunday
Old Dogs PG
Daily 5:00 
Sat Mat 12:30, 2:45
2012 PG-13
Daily 9:15
NO 9:15 on Sunday
New Moon PG-13
Daily 7:15, 9:45
NO 9:45 on Sunday
Planet 51 PG 
Daily 4:15
Sat Mat 12:00, 2:00
Invictus PG-13
Daily 7:00, 9:30
NO 9:30 on Sunday
          OPEN SAT  AT 11:30 FOR MATINEES
Extraordinary 
Measures PG
Daily 4:30, 6:45
Sat Mat 12:15, 2:30
The Spy Next Door 
PG Daily 4:45
Sat Mat 11:45, 2:15
STADIUM 8
535 W 100 N, Providence
• DEAR JOHN* (PG-13)
12:35, 2:50, 5:05, 7:20, 9:35
• SHERLOCK HOLMES* (PG-13)
   1:20, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35
• TOOTH FAIRY*  (PG)     
   12:45, 2:55, 5:05, 7:15, 9:25
• AVATAR* (PG-13)
   1:15, 4:30, 7:45
• PRINCESS & THE FROG* (G)
12:45, 2:45, 4:45, 6:45, 8:45
• FROM PARIS TO ROME* (R)
   12:40, 2:45, 4:50, 7:10, 9:20 
• WHEN IN ROME* (PG-13) 
   1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 7:05,- 9:05 
• BOOK OF ELI (R)*
   4:20, 9:35 
• EDGE OF DARKNESS (R)*
   12:45, 3:45, 6:50, 9:40
MOVIES 5
2450 N Main Street
• LEAP YEAR* (PG)
   4:10, 7:05 Fri/Sat 9:35
• ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
   (PG) 4:00, 6:30 Fri/Sat 9:00
• LOVELY BONES
   (PG) 4:00, 6:40 Fri/Sat 9:20
• THE BLIND SIDE (PG-13)
4:10, 6:50, Fri/Sat 9:30
• SHERLOCK HOLMES* (PG-13)
 4:15, 6:55 Fri/Sat 9:25
MIDNIGHT SHOWS 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
UNIVERSITY 6 ONLY $5.50
*NO PASSES OR DIScOUNT TIckETS
FEbRUARY IS cUSTOMER APPREcIATION
MONTH. ALL ExTRA LARGE cOMbO $10
 UNIVERSITY 6
1225 N 200 E (Behind Home Depot)
• DEAR JOHN* (PG-13)
12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:30
• LEGION* (R)
   12:30, 2:35, 4:40, 6:50, 9:10
• AVATAR* (PG-13) IN DIGITAL 3D
 2:15, 5:30, 8:45 
• EDGE OF DARKNESS* (R)
   12:55, 4:10, 7:05, 9:35
• WHEN IN ROME* (PG-13)
  1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 
• TOOTH FAIRY* (PG)
   12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:10, 9:15
TUESDAY NIGHTS ARE STUDENT
DIScOUNT NIGHTS AT UNIVERSITY 6
ALL TIckETS ARE MATINEE PRIcE
WITH STUDENT ID
Scootah Steve • Steve Weller         steve-weller@hotmail.com
Pearls Before Swine • Pastis
F-Minus •  Carillo
TimeOut
A collection of student-produced & syndicated 
comics, puzzles, fun stuff ...  and more 
FREE classified ads!.
Dilbert • Adams
Reallity check
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Brevity
Loose Parts • Blazek
It’s All About You • Murphy
Free Classified ads for USU 
Students. Check out what’s there 
at www.aggietownsquare. Place 
your own ad 24-7. It’s easy! Be a 
part of the AggieTownSquare 
community.
JT & Tea • Joseph Gould •
Personals
S rvices
elp Wanted
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Complete the grid so that each ring and each pair 
of adjacent segments contains the numbers 1 to 8.
We are located in the 
University Shopping Center
 A
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MARKETPLACE
 MARKETPLACE
Check us out on
facebook.com/leesmarketplace
See our website at
leesmarketplace.com
 Three Convenient Locations:
 Logan
 • 555 East 1400 North
 Smithfield
 • 850 South Main
 North Ogden
 • 2645 N. Washington 
 Boulevard
 Visit our red box ®  for 
 your favorite new 
 releases.  Just $1 per day!
 STORE HOURS:
 Mon.-Sat. 6:00 AM - Midnight,
 Closed Sunday
 Prices Effective Feb. 8th - Feb. 13th, 2010
 16 oz.
 Shrimp Ring
$699ea.
 20 up
 Large King 
 Crab Legs
$799lb.
 Delicious
 Snow Crab 
 Clusters
$499lb.
 4 oz.
 Lobster Tails
$499ea.
Did you know?
Lee’s Floral Department 
features the best 
floral designers around. 
We receive only the 
freshest flowers directly 
from the growers and 
can design any floral 
arrangement you need. 
Stop by or call our floral 
department today. 
Delivery is available 
around the corner or 
around the world!
 Custom Design 
 Floral Arrangements 
 Starting at
$2999
 Beautiful Dozen
 Rose 
 Bouquet
$1999
 Long Stem
 Eternal Rose
$699
 25.4 oz. Apple,
 Peach & Grape
 Martinellis
$199
 Nabisco
 9.6-18 oz. Asst.
 Oreo Cookies
$289
 10.7-12.8 oz. Cinnamon 
 Toast Crunch, Golden 
 Grahams, Trix, Cocoa Puffs, 
 Sprinkles Cookie Crisp
 General Mills Cereal
$167
 2 pk. Pouches, Crispy Crust
 or Pizza For One Asst.
 Tony’s Pizza
88¢
 24 oz. Bag Country Style
 Western Family 
 Hashbrowns
$148
 24 oz. Loaf Asst.
 Farm Bread
$125
 Western Family 
 96 oz. Chilled Asst.
 Orange 
 Juice
2for$5
 32 ct. Select Varieties
 Valentines 
 Cards 
3for$4
 6.5-9 oz. Hot, Lean 
 or Croissant Asst.
 Pockets
$200
 16 oz. Cans Rockstar
 Energy Drinks
$149
 17 oz. Froot Loops or Apple Jacks, 17.2 oz. Corn 
 Pops, 18 oz. Rice Krispies, 23 oz. Frosted Flakes 
 or 24 oz. Frosted Mini Wheats
 Kellogg’s Cereal
3for$6
 With In-Ad Coupon
 3 for $12 Without
 4 oz. Whips, 6 oz.
 Original, Light or
 Custard Style Asst.
 Yoplait Yogurt
50¢
 Gallon
 1%, 2%  or Skim
 ShurSaving 
 Milk
$199
 Tostitos 15.5 oz.
 Salsa or 11.5-14.12 oz.
 Doritos
2for$5
 11.25-11.75 oz. Powdered, Frosted Donettes 
 or Glazed Mini Crullers
 Hostess Mini 
 Donuts
3for$5
 1 oz. pkg. Regular or 
 Swirl Cheese Heads 
 Frigo String 
 Cheese
5for$1
 Western Family 24 pk.
 Premium 
 Drinking Water
$299
 PLU# 9782
AFS Vendor Coupon Expires Feb. 16, 2010
Good only at participating Associated Food Stores. 
Limit 1 coupon per item(s) purchased.Limit 1 coupon per customer.
 TAW
 $ 6 0 0 offWith This CouponScan Down
17 oz. Froot Loops, or Apple Jacks, 
17.2 oz. Corn Pops, 18 oz. Rice Krispies, 
23 oz. Frosted Flakes 
or 24 oz. Frosted Mini Wheats
Kellogg’s Cereals
When You Buy Three (3)
 Just$200ea.
 WOW!
 With In-Ad Coupon & Purchase of 3
USU Healthy Relationships and 
Sexual Responsibility Week is 
Feb. 8-12. Sponsored by the USU 
Student Health Services. Events 
include True Aggie Dating 
Game, a Relationship Panel. 
Open to public. 
Ignite your passion for adven-
ture! The Banff Mountain 
Film Festival World Tour will 
Exhilarate you with amazing 
big-screen stories when it comes 
to the Kent Concert Hall at 7 
p.m. on Feb. 18-19.
USU Wellness and Counseling 
and Psychological Services 
are sponsoring a Healthy 
Relationships Fair in the TSC 
International Lounge on Feb. 8. 
Events are scheduled from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
USU Extension and the Utah 
Commission on Marriage will 
be holding a “Marriage Week 
Banquet” on Feb. 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Copper Mill Restaurant. 
Keynote speaker will be Dr. 
Victor Harris. Must prepay $10 
per person by Feb. 4. Call 752-
6263 for more info.
A series of Webinars are going 
to be held discussing the best 
way to help students who are 
also veterans. All Webinars will 
be held in the ASUSU Senate 
Chambers. All programs run 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. RSVP to 
the Veterans Resource Office, 
797-9187.
Undergraduate Research and 
Creative Opportunities (URCO) 
Grants are due at noon on Feb. 
15, electronic submission. Info 
at http://research.usu.edu/
undergrad. www.aggietownsquare.com 
Sexual responsibility
Film festival
Relationships
Marriage Week
Veteran Webinars
StatesmanBack Burner
Monday, Feb. 8, 2010
More FYI listings, Interactive 
Calendar and Comics at 
Monday
Feb. 8
Tuesday
Feb. 9
Wednesday
Feb. 10
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Moderately Confused • Stahler
Brain Waves • B. Streeter
URCO grants
You need to know....
-Recyclemania, all day.
-Healthy Relationships Week
-Men’s golf at Southern Utah 
Invitational, all day.
-Healthy Relationship Fair, TSC, 10 
a.m.
-Men’s golf at Southern Utah 
Invitational, all day.
-Recyclemania, all day.
-Women’s tennis vs. Weber State, 
noon.
-USU ecology seminar, NR 105, 6 p.m.
-Recyclemania, all day.
-Big Blue Coach’s Luncheon, noon.
-Men’s golf at Southern Utah 
Invitational, all day.
Today’s Issue
Today is Monday, Feb. 
8, 2010. Today’s issue of 
The Utah Statesman is 
published especially for 
Rendon Barlow, sopho-
more in public health, 
from Wellsville, Utah.
Weather
Tuesday’s Weather
High: 23° Low: 8°
Partly cloudy
Today in History: 
In 1587, after 19 
years of imprison-
ment, Mary Queen of 
Scots is beheaded at 
Fotheringhay Castle in 
England for her complic-
ity in a plot to murder 
Queen Elizabeth I. 
Her son, King James 
VI of Scotland, calmly 
accepted his mother’s 
execution, and upon 
her death in 1603 
he became king of 
England, Scotland, and 
Ireland.
Almanac
 A hunger banquet will be 
held on Feb. 16 at 6 p.m. in the 
East Ballroom. Dinner will be 
served and the cost is $2.
 On Feb. 11, professional 
comedian Dave Ackerman will 
perform for the benefit for Wings 
of Angels and the Rotoract Club at 
7:30 p.m. in the TSC Auditorium.
 The Ecology Center will host 
a seminar series by Dr. Lawren 
Sack from the University of 
California, Los Angeles on Feb. 10 
in ENGR 101 at 6 p.m. and Feb. 11 
in NR 105 at 3 p.m. 
 Religion in Life Devotional 
will be Feb. 12 at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Institute Cultural Center. LDSSA 
Olympic Opening Ceremony 
Night is Feb. 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
 On Feb. 11 and 13 the men’s 
basketball games that are away 
will be broadcast in the Institute. 
Come enjoy free food and cheer on 
the Aggies.
 Perfectionism and 
Procrastination Workshop will 
be held Thursdays from 4-5 p.m. 
in February. Register by calling 
797-1012. Space is limited.
 Two student fellowships are 
offered each year to support 
research in the humanities, with a 
maximum of $500. Contact Maria 
Torres. Application deadline is 
March 1.
 On Feb. 9, Common Ground 
Outdoor Adventures will be hold-
ing a volunteer orientation at 6 
p.m. Come learn about the indi-
viduals of all abilities. Call us at 
713-0288 if you are interested.
 Cargo Ship Poet will be per-
forming at Cafe Ibis in downtown 
Logan at 7 p.m. on Feb. 12.
